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As part of their spring report, Sue Gonzalez and Wavell Fogleman included an ex-
cellent editorial comment on reportﬁng bird sightings. With their permission I have
excerpted from it for this issue's main editorial. We can all learn something from it.
In combination with the editorials from Vol. 1, No. 1 and Vol. 2, Nos. 3 & 4, this
should give you all the information you need to know in order to.submit your sightings.
YOU are important to us. This publication is produced by you (through ASNH) and for
you. It can only be as good as you make it. ©So let's all help to make it as comprehen-
stve and valuable as possible--an accurate and thorough record of N.H. bird sightings.
that we can be proud of. Thanks--and Happy Birding in 1985!

Bob Quinn, Editor
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We feel a need again to discuss reporting procedures and comment upon the diffi-
culties with which the editors had to deal this year due to a number of factors. One
of those factors is that after about 30 years the American Ornithologists' Union (AOH)
finally (1983) managed to publish the new sixth edition of the official checklist of
North American birds. The AOU consists of professional biologists who decide what
shall be called a species and what the official Latin and English names shall be. Each
new checklist brings some changes and many of these are reflected in the new f1e1d
gu1des

Beginning with this report the new names and taxonomic order must be followed. We
intend to soon make available a revised checklist of the birds of New England so that
reporters will be able to use the correct names. Please be aware that you can greatly
assist us in the complex chore of editing if you also follow the new order when sending
in your slips; that is, if you will presort them we will have less trouble dealing with
the 60 or so envelopes full (several hundred slips!) we receive each period.

Some newer readers may now be wondering what we are talking about when we refer to
"sTips"~--the second editing problem. The proper (though admittedly imperfect). format
for reporting observations is on 3x5" species slips that are ava11ab1e by request from

Audubon House. Until such time as a new method is adopted, everyone's consistent use
of the slips, rather than letters or postcards which have to be transferred by us ‘to
slips, would be much appreciated! And be sure to send them to the proper editors, on
time, or they may not even get used, as we strive hard to keep the reports on a timely
schedule. (For more information on what & where to report, see Vol.2,No.3, Sept.'84.)

The third problem encountered is a perennial one throughout the country--getting
observers to submit proper details on birds which are unusual in Tocation or time.
Written records such as these tend to gain strength with time, if only because they
become the only data available. Thus, the editors want to make sure that everything is
as well documented as possible. While the more casual birdwatchers in the state may

Continued.... ‘)
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not realize the kind of details which are required for acceptance of records by regional
or national authorities, there should be no need to remind those state birders of na-
tional reputation that even they are required to submit details. Details should include
exact location, time of day, Tighting, optics used, names of other observers (who should
submit their own separate impressions, preferably) and drawings or, best of all, photo-
graphs. Furthermore, if a really unusual find is made, and it happens each season, let
someone else know irmediately (call ASNH) so it can be confirmed and, not incidentally,
enjoyed by others.

Plans are underway to reestablish a State Records Committee which will evaluate all
unusual sightings and rule upon the official acceptability of them based on established
standards. To be eligible for even hypothetical status, a reported sighting will have
to be accompanied by details as prescribed above. Birds which are seen by only one, or
even two observers, and which are not photographed, remain as hypothetical sightings until
such time as a photograph or specimen is in hand.

Some of this season's most interesting sightings will be mentioned in the species
accounts, but unfortunately they must remain up in the air as far as records are concerned.
Among these are (A) birds which are unexpected in the region, well described yet uncor-
roborated; (B) birds which may be Tikely but were reported with no descriptive details;

(C) bird reports which were learned of second or third hand, most often without details;
(D) birds which are very unlikely and were reported with no details. (The Tatter were
not included in the species accounts here.) The 1984 spring unfortunates are:

(A) Swainson's Hawk, Bell's Vireo (C) Mountain Bluebird, White-eyed Vireo,
(B) Gyrfalcon, European Goldfinch Yellow-breasted Chat (Ry&), Kentucky Warbler
(D) Carolina Chickadee, Tri-colored Blackbirds.

The Tast problem we will mention is the unevenness of coverage in the reports.

This year in particular it seemed that fewer than the usual number of reports were re-
ceived from the southern and coastal portions of the state. Thus, early arrivals there
may have been missed and added to the difficulty in correlating the data. Another aspect
of the unevenness is that many experienced and valuable field birders are no Tonger con-
tributing reports. This also tends to skew the data compared to previous years when
their reports were coming. It is sad indeed when even former editors appear to have for-
gotten the value and _purpose of these reports.’ We would hope that all those good b1rders

.......................

New Hampshire is rich in bird Tife and it would be a shame 1f no one were aware of 1it.

In conclusion, we would like to emphasize that it is not our intent to hurt anyone's
feelings by being so hard-nosed about some reports. We greatly appreciate ALL reports
which are submitted to us, for without you contributors there would be no record of what
the bird situation is in ogr state. What we are attempting to emphasize is the necessity
for documentation, more participation by veterans, and a standardization of procedure
in order to facilitate processing the information. Drop a 1ine to ASNH, ask for some
sTlips, get outdoors and have fun; and when you have a good sighting, put it on a slip
before you forget it!

Susan A. Gonzalez, Wavell Y. Fogleman
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EDITOR'S NOTE: Begimning with this issue we are initiating a new editorial procedure.
When an unusual sighting is added by this editor dfter the seasonal editors have
submitted their reports, the sighting will be prznﬁed as f@de RAQ if it warrants
upper case status.

Robert A, Quinn
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n 'SPRING MIGR eroN |

March 1 - May 31, 1984 - : o

The season was a trying one, not only for migrants and early nesters, but also for
observers. Heavy rains, strong winds, and flooding were some of the major factors which
served to thwart those who would go afield this season.

Mild and wet conditions in February gave way to bitter cold duripg the first half
of March, with two major snowstorms occurring, one of which brought 15-30+ inches of
snow to the state. Moderating temperatures in mid-March were accompanied by several days
of rain and some sleet, followed later by heavy wet snow and high winds. ’

North-central parts of the state received 2-4 inches more precipitation than normal
during April, with some flooding occurring on the 6th; Mt. Washington received 8.3 inches
of rain in 24 hours, an inch more than the norm for the month! By April 13 a warming
trend prevailed, bringing a good hawk flight. A new storm interfered with hawk-watching
on the 15th by bringing rain and thunderstorms intermittently fbr the next five days,
followed by northwest winds. The best hawk flight was on the 23rd, with a strong Broad-
wing migration noted, but unfortunately rio data were recefved from hawk-watch sites.

May was cooler and wetter than normal for the second year in a fow. New Hampshire
received 6 inches of precipitation more than normal--the wettest May since the beginning
of record-keeping (1895)! A southwest airflow late on the 8th brought mini-waves of some
warblers into the region on May 9 and 10. A series of lows then affected the region,
off and on during the week that followed, with rain, sub-normal temperatures and some
minor flooding. A blocking front which had been éta]]ed near New Jersey weakened on the
21st, and a southwest airflow once again moved into the region, bringing a wave of

"Northern" warblers which was quite impressive to observers who had had their eyes on
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the sky and were out bright and early on the 22nd in the central part of the state.
The short—]iveﬁ heat wave produced by that airflow was followed by the passage of a
cold front which brought strong thunderstorms and damaging winds to many sections. A
very slow-moving system developed on the 28th wh1ch brought some of the heaviest rains
yet, and persisted into June causing serious flooding in many parts of the state.
Generally, migrants trickled through "on time" (with fhe exqéptiqn of the above-
mentioned waves). Only a few of those birders who deliberately go in search of expectéd
arrivals submitted reports, giving us an unclear pfcture of the migration statewide.
Many observers echoed one another in their assessment of numbers of birds. The phrase
“silent sprihg" was heard many times by the authors, as indeed many usually "birdy"
areas seemed almost devoid of song. .Some'SpeCies that were notably scarce were Ruby~
crowned Kinglet, Brown Thrasher,;Red gyed Vireo and American Redstart. Influences
detrimental to these species may be affecting them in their wintering areas, but influ-
~ences possibly detrimental to their nesting success should not be overlooked. Surprises
of the season may be discovered by readihg further.‘

Susan“A.. Gonzalez
Wavell W. Fogleman

k %k k k k k k k k %k %k

aves

. =, LOONS THROUGH HERONS . Cormorants were noted inland at Lake Um-

- _ bagog May 11 (TR). ~

> No large groups of Common
Loons were reported this year. American Bitterns were either very elusive
‘ Their arrivals inland corres- or unusually Tate. The first report was
ponded quite well with iceout | not until May 6 in Andover (KCE). A Great

around the middle of April. Pied-billed - Blue Heron in Manchester March 14 (around
Grebes apparently arrived later than the end of a major snowstorm) was early and
usual with the first bird reported from heading south (MTM). An inland GREAT
Wilmot April 14 (KCE). The only Horned EGRET was in E. Conway from May 2 to the
Grebes reported were several seen at the end of the period (BRobinson fide MND).
coast on April 11 (TR). A Red-necked Well-described, the bird was initially in-
Grebe was seen in the Merrimack R. in the company of a Great Blue Heron and a
Concord the first week in March, and about Glossy Ibis! Another Great Egret was seen
20 in 2 flocks were seen along the coast flying over Manchester May 13 (MTM,*). The
April 11 (TR). Tubenoses and other -single Little Blue Heron reported from Rye
pelagics went unreported for the second May 19 (RWS) was late. Also late was
year in a row. A Tlingering Great Cor- Gréeri-backed Heron, the first at Kensington
morant at Rye May 10 was the Tone May 2 (RSA). Other reports were from the
report (DBK). Seven Double-crested 7th to 14th with the Robbinses not seeing

@
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one in Pittsfield until the 21st.
early were the 2 pairs of Black-crowned
Night Herons reported at Rye April 4 (EBunke
fide EJV). Equally early was a GLOSSY IBIS

Quite .

5 -

wh1te—w1nged Scoters were 1n1and at Danbury
May 14 (KCE). A pa1r of Buffleheads were -
seen on Turkey Pond in Concord Apr11 15 (TR)
Hooded & Common Mergansers were reported in

inland at Wentworth April 6 (JLanier fide

CFS, photo). This bird was a full 2 weeks
ahead of Rye reports. Another inland-bird,
mentioned above, was at E. Conway May 2-20.

WATERFOWL
A flock of about 200 Snow Geese

normal numbers. One Red-breasted Merganser was
reported at Rye Mar.TO (DBK) & several were
seen along the coast April 11 (TR), but sure]y
more were around at 1east coasta11y

~ RAPTORS

Turkey Vultures were being reported from

was observed over Plymouth in
late afternoon April 2 (SAG), a
single Snow Goose was on Horse-
shoe Pond, Concord, April 3 (DStavros fide
RAQ), and 1 was seen at Elm Brook Park,
Hopkinton, on April 21 (TR). Brant began
arriving on the coast March 7, with 10 at
Hampton Harbor (RSA). One b1rd settled
into Horseshoe Pond, Concord, for a week
April 10-16 (RAQ,*). Canada Geese movements
seemed normal, peaking around the third
week in March. No conclusions can bz

drawn from the lTow number of Wood Ducks re-
ported (40 from 15 locations) except that
some observers probably did not get slips

“ in on time, though it is possible that the
high water levels affected this species.

Green-winged Teal were reported from
Franklin April 13 (KCE); Cherry Pond,
Jefferson, on April 27; and Leonard Pond
Errol, May 11 (both TR) The largest
reported movement of Black - .- ...
Ducks, 85+ at Peaked HITT, =~/
Br1sto1 April 17 (SAG, NWF) g
coincided voughly with dce- = ¢/
out in central N.H. Two N, o
pairsof AMERICAN WIGEON were
seen by TR at Meadow Pond in
Hampton April 11 and other pairs were on
" Northwood Lake April 12 (RAQ) and Campton
Pond April 26 (PAP). The single Canvas-
back at Great Bay March 2 (WTrombTy fide
RAQ) was a bit early. The largest groups
of Ring-necked Ducks reported were 25 at
Kingston March 24 (KEF) and 29 (mostly
pairs) along the Androscoggin R. in Errol
on May 11 (TR).

An 0ldsquaw on Big Squem L. May 12 (AGroth
fide BSR) was noteworthy inland while TR

saw about 24 off Hampton Beach the same

day. A remarkable group. of about 200 Black

Scoters was observed off Hampton Beach by
~the Kirwans May 10, and TR estimated the
~ flock to number about 500 by the 12th.

de

central New Hampshire as early as March 22,
Concord (RAQ) and nearly 50 in all were re-
corded (with some possible overlap). Num-
bers of 0sprey reported remained stable.
The Robbinses were once again in the right
spot at the right time, seeing the first
bird on April 6 and the most birds, 25,
April 18 along the Suncook R., Pittsfield.
The Bald Eagle reported. for L
the:period was an imm. at Robb's [
Reservoir, S. Stoddard. Seen '
first by Ben Allison April 21,
it was confirmed April 26 by o
MCadot and his class.. Although passage

dates were normal, on]y 9 Northérn Harriers
were reported. An early Sharp-shinned Hawk
March 3, Pittsfield (AER), might have been

a w1nter1ng vagrant. Other than the 20
observed at Peaked Hi1l hawk watch site, on]y
6 others were reported. A single Cooper's
Hawk was reported by the Ridgleys near their
"home on Squam L. March 10, and 2 were mi-
grating at Peaked Hill Apr11 13 (SAG)
Northérn Goshawk reports were usual in

number and dates. Twenty-two Red-shouldered
‘Hawks were reported this spring, up from
Tast year. Broad-winged Hawks arrived as
usual around the Tast week of April; first
reéports were from Pittsfield April 18 (AER)
and Concord, where 13 were seen the same day
(TR, BJ).

- |
PN

One of the editors, SAG, had the Friday,
April 13 misfortune to be alone at Peaked
Hi11l when she was confronted with what ap-
peared to be 2 SWAINSON'S HAWKS. Although
they were seen at about 300 m with a tele-
scope, and excellent details were submitted
including a field sketch, the state 1ist
must await better evidence before the addi-
tion of this western hawk. Two'Rough-legged
" 'Hawks were reported: "early March" in
Hopkinton (NHarris fide RAQ) and April 13
Peaked Hil1l (SAG) With good numbers of

1
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part of the state, it is difficult to sepa-
rate migrants from the March/April reports.
It would seem that they began appearing as
usual around the end of March. Seven
Merlins was a healthy number for our spring
season, although the dates were normal.
Interesting]y, the latest bird was May 6
(AER), as in 1983. An unconfirmed white
GYRFALCON was reported from Antrim March 26
(RVincent fide RAQ) without details other
than "flying over Franklin Pierce Lake."

. PHEASANT THROUGH ALCIDS

| MTM reported a Ring-necked

> Pheasant present in Manchester
through March as "apparently
wintered." Five Wild Turkeys
were reported from Contoocook (BJ) and they
were also noted in Durham again this year
(RWS). Reports of Northern Bobwhite were
received from $.Lyndeboro May 8 (MS, RS) and
2 females at Hampton-Falls May 20. (RSA)

Are these game birds escapes, released in

a stock1ng program, or true wanderers??

The on]y rail reports were from RWS, a
‘V1rg1n1a Rail in Portsmouth May 19 and a
Sora 1n Durham the same day. A Common
Moorhen was found in a marsh near the
AshueTot R., Marlow, May 18 (MC,*). Very
few ”ShorebirdsQ‘Were reported from the
coast, thereby giving an incomplete picture
of this spring's migration. Killdeer
trickled in on the late side, Except for
one in N. Hampton in early March and 2
birds in Salem March 16 (KEF), other repor-
ters indicated first observations from
March 24 to April 8. Only 2 Black-bellied
Plovers were reported from the coast. Three
Semi-palmated Plovers were seen at the
coast on May 12 (TR) and 2 were seen inland,
at Monroe, on May 19 (EAEmery fide RB).
Three each of Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs
were seen in W. Hopkinton on May 4 (TR) and
both yellowlegs.were in Danbury May 14 & 15
(KCE) and Tuftonboro May 21 (RAQ, GCR).

The Targest group of Solitary Sandpipers
reported was 15+ at Danbury May 14 (KCE)
The only Sanderlings reported was a flock
of 15 at Jeness Beach May 12 (TR). The
only report of Least Sandpipers was of 18°
in Monroe on May 19 (EAEmery fide RB).
Forty calling Short-billed Dowitchers showed
their acrobatic stuff as they tried to

find some place to land around the recently
flooded "Marsh 93" in Holderness May 19

"'Gulls was seen in Hampton that

-6 -

(WWF SAG, GZimmerman). -No unusual Common

“'Snipe reports were received, a1though the

editors found them hard to 1ocate in

central N.H.

A Laughing Gull -was seen in the
?re§ of North Hampton on May 12
TR

same day (TR). The only alcid i
was a THICK-BILLED MURRE found ‘
dead on a coastal beach around .
April 22 (Don Whiting brought the '
specimen to Audubon House, fide RAQ),

DOVES THROUGH WOODPECKERS

- Nothing unusua1 was reported regarding

A single Black-billed

‘Cuckoo was noted in New Hampton May 22

(LREmmons fide VHH). Cuckoos seemed to be
much Tess in evidence in this year of no (?)
gypsy moths. A report of a BARN OWL in
Manchester late in the evening of May 22 -
(RMartin fide MTM) was based only on com-
paring sounds heard over barking dogs with

a Peterson recording. For the first time

In the three~year term of these ed1tors,

A Snowg Owl ~ continued through March in
Concord and was even seen as late as May 2
(RAQ)! Thirteen Barred Owls were reported,
scattered through the region and the period.
The Hillsboro GREAT GRAY OWL tried to out-
last the Snowy in Concord, being sighted .
Tast on April 29 by Jim Adams (fide RAQ,
good details). This is by far the latest
report in N.H. records.

Common Nighthawks peaked May 22 around the
state, the largest group being 40 at Am-
herst (WMG,*). Moré Whip-poor-will reports
were received this year and the earliest was
May 6 (JTuxill fide RAQ). Traditionally,
early arrivals appeared April 25-28; are
they really arriving later or are the people
who used to get the early birds no Tonger
reporting (or looking)? Chimney Swifts

were a tad later than average again this
year. Ruby-throated Hummingbirds were not
well reported. Except for a pair in Man-
chester May 9.(MTM,*), other birds were not
reported until later in May. Mrs. Gilcreast
reported her pair has shown up May 14, 15
for about 10 years, but didn't arrive at the
feeder this year until May 28. The earliest
confirmed migrant Belted Kingfisher was on
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ApriT 10 (AER), which was late compared to
other years; birds seen in March may have
been Tingering winter ones.

| This year's Red-headed Wood-
vecker reports were from Han-
| cock May 10-17 (photo'd RAS,
fide MC), Melvin Village May 21
(JMD) and Tamworth May 23 for

- Susan Tufts of Bedford phoned
in a report of a RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER,

May 17 (fide CFS, good details). One
Yellow-bellied SapsUcker was found on time
in SaTlisbury April 9 (KCE) but other re-
ports were of late arrivals. Ridgely re-
ported his usual male at Squam Lake was 2
weeks late. RAQ and Mary Ann Naprava:
worked hard and found 4 Black-backed Wood-
peckers on May 19--a pair in Errol and
singles in Wentworth's Location and“Second
College Grant. Northern Flickers arrived
later than usual with one bird in Concord
April 4 (VH) and others appearing at vari-
ous locations April 12-21. Again this year
only 2 Pileated Woodpecker reports were
received.

FLYCATCHERS THROUGH WRENS /.

0live-sided Flycatchers were in (”
Center Harbor May 15 (BSR); |
Exeter May 21 (RSA); Woodstock E
(2) May 21 (TR); and 3 were \ -
reported from 2 other loca- -
tions. The :only Eastern Wood -Pewee re-
ported was in New Hampton May 22 (VHH).

Six Alder Flycatchers were reported from

5 locations, and a Willow was singing in
Franklin May 28 (KCE). Eastern Phoebes
were on time, and apparently showing signs
of recovering from the previous 2 years'
Tow numbers. Great Crested Flycatchers
were on the late side with the first re-
 ported from New Hampton May 11 (VHH).

" Eastern Kingbirds were early this year,
with many observers reporting them during
the first week of May in several central
locations. The only report of Hornéd Larks
was that of 2 or 3 birds April 12 at the
Peaked Hi11 hawk watch site in Bristol
(SAG). A Tone Purple Martin report was
received: Pittsfield, May 9 (AER)--again

- not a reflection of the current status of
this species in the state. Tree Swallows
began arriving the end of March/beginning
of April, and the main migration peaked

the second year in a row (MND,*),

G

Pittsfield April 26 (AER).

- 7 -
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4 mid-month when RAQ noted "dozens" at Pow Wow

Pond.in Kingston on April 12, and KEF re-
ported 100 April 13 and 300 April 20 in
Salem. Northern Rough-winged Swallows were
on the Tate side of the norm for that species,
but "good" numbers were reported from
several locations as far north as Plymouth
and Tamworth. It is not known at this
writing, however, how the species fared fol-
lowing the flooding which occurred during
the period when nesting would have been
underway. Mrs. Hebert reported finding a
New Hampton nest washed out on May 18.

Groups of 50-75 Bank Swallows
were reported from several towns,
presumably all at probable nest-
ing spots. The Heberts observed
30 C1iff Swallows May 20 in New
Hampton, "near no nesting site--
probably a migrating flock." Histor1ca11y
the migration of that species is pretty much
completed by May 1. No other reports were
received, however, to give any clues as to
what was happening with the species this
spring.‘ Barn‘swa110ws were also Tate, and
since the two species' migration dates usu-
ally coincide, and the factors which affect
one usually affect the other, then VHH is
probably correct in her assessment. The
finst Barn Swallows were reported from
HNevers, PSerren-
tino, and CFS were treated to an encounter:

“with 5 Gray’ Jazs May 24 in Stewartstown.

The Blue Jay migration was in full swing by
May 25 when "many" were noted migrating all
day in Campton and Plymouth (SAG, WWF) and
RAQ observed the species still migrating
June 9 in Milan.

A Fish Crow reported in Concord May 14 was
Tikely a fledged young-Common Crow, based
upon the very accurate description receivead
. of the bird's vocalizations.
» Common Ravens were again ob-
: served 1n relative abundance in
" the southern half of the state,
and VHH in New Hampton reported
- seeing them at 4 different
nest1ng sites, although she observed "none
seen up north'" Two were flying over the
state house plaza in Concord, March 11 (S
Gallagher fide RAQ). A pa1r was observed in
apparent courtship display in Hillsboro
March 26 (RAS), and were later seen attack-
ing a Red-tailed Hawk on May 26, leading
the observer to feel that the birds were
nesting in the area. A pair with 3 young
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were found in Antrim at Bald Mtn. where
Turkey Vultures nested in 1981 (Neal Clark,
fide RAQ). Feeder Parids and Sittids were
reported with the usual abundance, and no
data indicating migration trends were re-
ceived. House Wrens were on the late end
of the arrival date scale, with the first
reported in Hillsboro May 2 (fide RAS),

and the next not until May 10 in New Hamp-
ton (VHH, RCH). Winter lWren reports were
.scarce, and those received indicate that
‘the species was at least 2 weeks late in
arriving. A Carolina Wren seen and heard
singing in Plymouth April 5 (SAG, WWF) was
probably the same bird as was reported for
the Winter Season at a feeder 2 miles west
of this observation. The bird was present
for only a brief period, and left for parts
unknown.

KINGLETS THROUGH VIREQS

The only Golden-crowned Kinglets reported
were 2 in W. Sandwich -April 16 (BSR).
Ruby-crowned Kinglets averaged 12 days
Tater than normal in most locations with
3 in Pittsfield April 18 (AER, GCR) and 2
in Hollis April 20 (RAQ). Nine others were
reported from April 23 through May 7 from
6 locations. Twenty Eastern ‘L
Bluebirds were reported this
season, and most were -a week or
so later than usual.  No reports
were received 1nd1cat1ng the _
‘status of the species in those '
areas presently thought to be "strongho]ds
Unverified, and learned of too late to cor-
roborate, was the report of a male
MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD in West Campton on May 14
(Noreen Hill fide PAP) and 3 miles downhill
from that spot on June 4 (Ken Hoyt fide
PAP). Veeries generally were on time, and
RAQ observed 3 in Antrim May 16 involved in
what he described as a "feeding frenzy."
The only Gray-cheeked Thrush report was of
a single bird in Henniker May 18 (RAQ,
BJaneway). Swainson's Thrushes were a week
Tate as well, up to 2 weeks Tate in several
areas. One was in Mont Vernon April 21
(MS & BSuomala), but no others were re- :
ported until the 28th and 29th: Marlborough
(JHW), W. Sandwich (BSR), New London (MDS);
and a late one was at Boar's Head, Hampton,
May 12 (TR). Wood Thrushes were a week

. later than the average arrival time for

“April 30 (RAS).

that species--the first in New Hampton May
10 (VHH), and others appearing in Manchester
May 15, 16 (MTM). The American Robin
migration seemed to peak statewide the

last week of March (males) and first week

of April (more and more females were being
noted toward the end of that week). An
albino individual was in the Charles Goodwin
yard in Seabrook April 17. Gray Catbirds
were only slightly delayed, with the bulk

of arr1va1s being reported around May 12,

13.
seem to be getting more scarce. The first
reports were of birds arriving a week late:
New Hampton April 28 (VHH) and Hillsboro
The only other report was
of a bird in Manchester May 18 (MTM). As
of May 25 RAS had apparently not seen any
others, and remarked, "...generally quite
common, but th1s,spr1ng .may be the first
time in over 30 years we haven t had at:
Teast 1 pair in our pasture.™ Indeed, in

several areas where the_species has been

found nesting it is now absent. .
N

A pair of Mockingbirds was re-x
ported as far north as Pontook
Reservoir, Dummer (TR). Again | -~ N ..
this year the on]y Water Pipits . 7
reported were in Tamworth, where

"many" were noted April 28 in a field which
had been plowed the previous day (MND).
Several flocks of Cedar Waxwings wintered
in the state, so it is difficult to be pre-
cise in character1z1ng this spr1ng 's mi-
gration. 'Northern
Sandwich March 11 (BSR),
(JLT), and Keene April 4-11 (JHW).

Concord March 22
A

"WHITE-EYED VIREO was apparently present in

the vicinity of the north end of Odiorne
Point State Park in Rye from sometime in

May until early June (fide RWS). For the
second year in a row, BELL'S VIREO was
reported. Descriptive details were submitted
on 2 birds, one May 18 in P1ne Grove Cemetery,,
Manchester (near last year's observation)
(MTM), & another at Odiorne Point State

Park May 15 by an observer who has seen the
species in the southwest (EWP). Since these
records are single-observer sight reports,
and lack other documentation such as photo-
graphs or a specimen, they must remain in

the hypothet1ca1 category until such evidence
is available. 'Solitary Vire

'SoTitary Viréos were reported
from Mont Vernon April 27 (RS) and others
from the central region April 29 & 30.
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Three Yellow-throated Vireos were singing in
the Metcalf Point area of W. Sandwich May
13 (BSR), and others were reported from
Salisbury (2 birds) May 18 (KCE); Durham
May 19 (RWS); New Hampton May 21 (VHH); N.
Haverhill and E. Washington May 22 (TR).
Red-eyed Vireos were 10 days and more late,
with the first reports coming from New
Hampton (VHH) and Pittsfield (AER) May 20.
The central region's "big" day, May 22,
produced a peak of 18 in New Hampton (VHH)

.

t

WARBLERS

Blue-winged Warblers were noted =
in Kensington and Exeter May 13 and 24
(RSA), and inland in Moultonboro May 13
(AGroth fide BSR). RSA also had Goldeén-
winged Warblers in the same places on the
same dates, and possibly another was

" heard in Manchester on May 19 (MTM). A
Brewster's hybrid was found in Durham May
- 16 (RWS). Tennessee Warblers were slightly {
late in Pittsfield May 15 (AER), but the
main "push" in the Lakes Region was May

22 when the species was noted by VHH, and
many were seen in Plymouth (SAG), and
El1sworth (PAP, JMS). Four Nashviile War-
blers were noted in Plymouth April 30 (SAG).
Peak numbers occurred mid-May, however, in
most other Tlocations. - Northern Parulas

were first observed in Exeter May 6 (RSA).
but most other observers did not report

the species for several more days. Yellow
Warblers were on time in all areas.

Chestnut-sided Warblers arrived May 9, 10
in several locations. Magnolia Warblers,
as well, began showing up on those dates,
only slightly Tate for that species, and
they peaked on May 22 in the central area.
The first Cape May Warbler was noted May

12 in Milford (AEA). Five were in Exeter
(RSA) and 3 were in Moultonboro May 13
"(BSR,*). Black-throated Blue Warblers also
. began being seen about May 13. Although
JHW observed 4 Yellow-rumped Warblers in

N. Swanzey on April 6, no other observers
noted any until the end-of the month. Two
peak movements apparently occurred--one ‘
about April 28 (mostly males) and another’
about mid-May (mostly females); both groups
were 10-14 days late, as several reporters
noted. The biggest day for Black-throated
Green Warblers was May 13 in Exeter where

RSA observed "many."
“were about a week late, with arrivals being

.in other places the end of April.

Blackburnian Warblers

reported mid-May from several locations, and
again, a peak occurred in the central area
on May 22. The Pine War bler migration
seemed very drawn out this season, with
birds arriving in scattered locations be-
ginning the end of March, and showing up
The ex-
tension of Prairié Warbler range into north-
central areas was again exemplified by 2
birds in Franklin May 20 (KCE), 2 singing
males and a female in Ashland on the

same date (SAG, WWF), another individual

in New Hampton May 22 (LREmmons fide VHH),
and at Teast 2 more singing males in Madison
on May 25 (SAG, WWF). 'Palm Warblers were
slightly late, with the initial influx no-
ticed around April 18, 19 in several loca-
tions. An individual in Marlow May 17 was
quite Tate for the species there (MC).

Some Bay-breasted Warblers had been

noted on the near normal arrival date of
May 13, Exeter (RSA), but exciting for
“northern" observers was a late but
very impressive early morning push -
on May 22 when many were seen in /!
Tamworth (MND) and New Hampton /- '
(VHH), and they "were falling out -~ .. ...
of the trees" in Plymouth (SAG) and o
ElT1sworth (PAP, JMS). ‘Blackpoll Warblers,

on the other hand, were right on time,

with birds in Exeter May 14 (RSA), New

London May 19 (fide KCE), and Dixville -
Notch May 20 (RAQ). Black-and-white Warblers
arrived on normal to slightly Tate dates

L

I

" Ovenbirds were at least a week Tate in most

areas, and peaks were noted in New Hampton
on May 20, 22, and 25 when the Heberts
observed 13, 13, and 16! It would‘be in-
teresting to Tearn what effect the heavy
rains and flooding had on Northern Water-

"thrushes, and particularly on-Louisiana
Waterthrushes, which are not usually noticed

by observers until they are present in their
breeding territories. The former species
was generally on time, but the Tatter
averaged a week to 10 days Tater than normal
in most areas reporting.

'KENTUCKY 'WARBLERS were again noted in the

state, but no details were submitted for
those sightings. Two birds were reportedly -
in Pawtuckaway State Park on May 12 (DJAbbott,
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DWFinch, phone report to ASNH). A male
HOODED WARBLER was seen and photographed in
Greenland (EWP fide RAQ). Mourning Warblers
were in Hampton May 22 (DBK), New Hampton
(VHH) and Amherst (WMG) May 25. Mrs. Hebert
observed that the species was "very numer-
ous June 4 1in Pittsburg." A few Common
Yellowthroats were only a 1ittle later than
normal, but most did not arrive until about
May 12 in several locations. Peaks of 8,
13, and 16 birds were passing through New
Hampton on May 13, 19, and 22 (VHH), and

MTM had 7 males in Pine Grove Cemetery,
Manchester, May 18. Most Wilson's Warblers
were at least a week late in all inland and
central reporting locations. Canada War-
blers were generally a week later than
usual, and it seemed to several observers
that the species did not really begin to be
seen in "usual" numbers until after the '
middle of May, nearly 2 weeks past the norm.
A YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT was reportedly in

Rye on May 15 (EWP fide RAQ), and another
was seen and heard singing in Hillsboro

May 26 (RAS). '

TANAGERS THROUGH WEAVER FINCHES

Scarlet Tanagers were on time and reported
in normal numbers. Reporters in Milford
and Manchester continue to report Northern
o Cardinals in the usual numbers.
~ad®- - A male Cardinal was seen in Pike
(TR). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks.

For the second year in a row,

BLUE GROSBEAKS made an appearance,
the first,in Tamworth April 19 (mult. obs.
fide MND), apparently stayed at least until
May 29. Another, described as an immature
male, was in Merrimack sometime in May
(Lorraine McCoy fide RAQ), and still another’
was reported from Keene May 29 (Peg Lepage.

fide RAQ). Good details accompanied all 3
reports. An extraordinarily early Indigo

Bunting. was at a Hopkinton feeder April

8-10 (JT, JLT). Others were on time in all
areas. Rufous-sided Towhees were nearly 2
weeks late in all areas, with the first

birds reported in Hopkinton (EJV), Hillsboro,
and Boscawen (RAS) April 30. Others were

not reported until May 3. American Tree
Sparrows lingered through the end of April

as far south as Pittsfield (AER). Chipping
Sparrows began arriving on time, and by early

May were present in normal

[ about a week Tater than usual

! in Pittsfield, April 12 (AER,

, GCR), and in Hillsboro April 13
: (RAS). By May 12th as many as 7
were found along Manchester Airport's peri-
meter road (MTM). The only Vesper Sparrows
reported were a pair at the PTymouth Airport
April 22 (SAG, WWF), and the only Savannah

{
1
t
i
|
|

'Sparrows reported were 2 birds April 13, and

were on time, and in good numbers.| -

? on the 27th in Hillsboro (RAS). The popu-
arly reported Fox Sparrow was, on the
average, 1-2 weeks Tate in most locations.
Normally passing through unnoticed in spring,

Lincoln's Sparrow reports are always few in

number. Birds were reported this year from
Marlow May 18 (MC), Woodstock May 21 (TR),
and W. Sandwich (BSR), where one was seen
and heard singing. '

The general movement of White-throated Spar-
rows into the region began noticeably a
1ittle after mid-April, when the species was
seen in E. Wolfeboro April 18 (DLR), Mil-
ford April 20 (AEA), Tamworth (MND) and
Hillsboro (RAS) April 21. By early May the
species had become well established through-
out, but TR noted "great numbers" at the
coast on May 12. White-crown

gan arriving toward the end of the first
week of May--on the late side of normal for
that species--and by mid-month had been seen
in average numbers in most locations. Dark-

confusion that seems to prevail following
official acts by the AOU) under no less than
5 different names! The species began arriv-
ing about the end of March, and as is the
usual case, within a week numbers of birds
had grown substantially. Several observers
reported having flocks of as many as 30-40
birds in their yards, and in the central
part of the state many dozens could be seen
along roadsides "April 18 (SAG). Sixty-five
Snow Buntings were in Loudon March 10 (VH),
and 2 were at Whiteface Intervale April 8

" (BSR).

Bobolinks were about a week late; 2 were
in New Hampton May 13 (VHH), 3 in Hillsboro
May 14 (RSA), and several were in Tamworth

almost 2 weeks Tate. One was in Keene

~April 4 (JHW), 5 at Whiteface April 8 (BSR),

and 2 near Manchester Airport May 12 (MTM).
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Rusty Blackbirds were observed in Keene
April 5 (JHW), Tamworth May 20 (HSDamon
fide MND), Bradford Bog May 16, and

Kinsman Notch May 21 (TR), and JHW reported
an amazing group of 20 in Keene on April

7. Northern Orioles were a bit on the late
side with birds arriving in several loca-
tions May 7-9. Migrant Purple Finches
augmented a few wintering birds beginning
around the end of April. Reports seem to
indicate that House Finch numbers are not
declining. A report of 3 Common Redpolls
in Concord March 8 (RAQ) is the only one
received this spring. Pine Siskins, how-
ever, were abundant throughout, and were
still present at many feeders at the end of
May. American Goldfinches were present

in normal numbers. One small flock harbored
a surprise for some birders in Milan when
they discovered a EUROPEAN "GOLDFINCH (un-
described) April 29 (AJ, *). It is possible
that this bird may be the same as was re-
ported from Wolfeboro January 11-14, 1983
(see Winter Records, Vol. 2, No. 4).

the New-Hampton-Plymouth area from mid-April
to early May (VHH, SAG), and individuals

were noted in Portsmouth May 7 and Rye May 19
(RWS). The editors respectfully decline
comment regarding the species now accorded
the final position in the new AOU taxonomy.

CONTRIBUTORS

RSAaronian, AEAmes, RBradley, MCddot, MNDamon, JMDuston, KCELKins, WWFogZeman,' KEFolsom,
[SDGiZcreast, SAGonzales, WGoocflwill, VHayden, VHHebert, RCHebert,"BJa’hez;)ay, AJohmson,

DBKirwan, MTMartin, EWPhinney, PAPhipps, RAQuinm, DLRaddin, TRichards, BSRidgely, AERobbins,
C{CRobZJins, CFSmith, RASprague, JMStark, RWStephenson, MSuomala, RSuomala,' JTumZZ, JLTuxill, »,

B VerbiZZe, JHWard. ASNH = Audubon Society of ew Hampshire, * means "and others.'
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June 1T - July 31, 1984

The redord-breaking rains of May continued into the first week of June and re-
sulted in an extended migration period and poor nesting success for some birds. No- “
tab]e'June migrants included Blue Jays, Blackpoll Warblers, and Mourning Warbdérs (the
latter two species are notoriously late migrants). Species that suffered nesting set-
backs included loons anﬁ waterfowl (f]ooged nest sites) and swallows and flycatchers
(cold temperatures and lack of food). |

A majority of this summer's accounts were obtained from data collected during 19
of 22 Breeding Bird Survey (BBS) routes. The bad weather washed out two of the routes
and another one was not run. Therefore, a lot of the totals for the BBS routes were
Tower than usual. Where appropriate, the total number of a species observed on the
routes will be compared to its median based on the 19 years of data. The use of a
median compensates for, but does not totally eliminate, the incomplete data for 1984's
BBS routes.

Species that set record high totals on the BBS this year included Double-crested
Cormorant, Tufted Titmohse, Mockingbird, and Warbling Vireo. Species recorded at
their Towest total ever were Belted Kingfisher, Common Flicker, Yel]qw—be111ed Sap-
sucker, 0live-sided Flycatcher, Barn Swallow, Brown Thrasher, Hermit Thrush, Veery,
Magnolia Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, Canada Warbler, and Eastern Meadowlark.

Brown Thrasher, Rufous-sided Towhee, and Eastern Meadowlark all continue to exhibit a
steady decline.

Exciting obserVations included three reports of Upland Sandpipers (all from new

areas), a Blue-winged Teal family in New Hampton, a Bald Eagle with a radio transmitter,
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and a pair of Grasshopper Sparrows in New Hampton.
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In the exotic category, several

Brazilian Cardinals were reported in New Hampshire this summer.

More rails and grassland species were reported this year partly because Roger W.

Stephenson was working for The Nature Conservancy on a study of those species.

His

information plus the invaluable data collected by the Endangered Species Program (ESP)

helps give us a clearer picture of those species that often go unobserved/unreported.

Common species that are not mentioned had no significant records submitted.

I wish to express my thanks to all contributors to this year's report and to

Audubon House for providing me with information down here in Connecticut.

Alis G. Kuhn
Editor Pro Tem

£ % & & % %

I would like to thank Alis for compiling the bulk of this report during my -

absence this summer.
bird life of New Hampshire.

i

We are all very happy to see her continuing interest in the

Robert A. Quinn
Editor

* X k k k k k %k k% % %

LOONS - GREBES

=" The Loon Preservation Committee
"~ reported that the heavy rains

\g\, ;#«~ this spring washed out many
Common Loon nests. According
to the LPC, "60 chicks survived to fledge

this summer, compared to 76 and 83 in
1982 and 1983,respective1y." More than
half of the artificial islands placed by
the LPC were used by loons. At least 3
loons summered at the coast (RWS).

Pied-billed Grebes exhibited a population

boom. In addition to the usual report at
Cascade Marsh in Sutton (RCV, RWS), 2 more
were observed at E€1 Pond, Rye, on June 16.
(RWS), and one was heard ca111ng at Copp's
Pond in Tuftonboro on June 17 (RAQ,ASNH).

Most unusual was a Horned Grebe in breeding
plumage off Odiorne Point in July (RWS).

1son s Storm Petrels
1mm~ Northern Gannets

Doubie crésted Cormorants

at the Isles of Shoals seems to have le- : i

2 were on First Connect1cut 5

‘velled off at about 1000 pairs (ACB), put
more,birds continue to be.repdrted 1n1and--‘
.ake . June 4.

(VHH), 3 were noted on Lake W1nn1pesaukee
June 10 (RAQ ), and up to 9 were seen in -

S - PRSI N - SR i
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the Merrimack R. in Manchester (MTM). They
were also noted in Littleton and Monroe.

Eight Great Blue Herons were ob-

served on the BBS routes, an

above average number (median 6).

For the first time in 19 years, no
Grean-backed Herons were noted on the BBS
routes. But a good number were reported
from around the state--2 in Concord and one
in Amherst (RAQ,*), 2 along the coast and
3 in Nottingham (RWS), and single birds in
New Hampton (LREmmons fide VHH), Wilmot
(KCE), and New London (KCE, RCV,*).

A Snowy Egret appeared along the Merrimack
?ive; in southeast Manchester on July 31
MTM).

Only 2 reports of Least Bittern were sub-
mitted this year. One was found singing in
Gascade Marsh, Sutton (RWS), and another in
Eel Pond, Rye (EWPhinney fide RWS). A Tow
number of 3 American Bitterns was reported
on the BBS routes--well below the median of
9. Bitterns were also found in Danbury
(KCE) and 1in Sutton (KCE, RCV).

" WATERFOML I
— -

The BBS reflected a Tow number
of Canada Geese with only one
sighting. Individual reports,

however, demonstrated a much larger popu]a-}.

tion distribution in the state. Canada .
Geese were seen at Lake Horace, Weare (HM);i
‘Pontook Reservoir, Dummer (VHH); and 4 !
families noted on Osgood. Pond, Milford, - . “
totalled 26 birds (AEA). Mallards were

down with the BBS routes reporting only 3
(median 9). In addition, a late brood of

Black Duck numbers were also

Individual reports inciuded
3 families along the coast (RWS) as well as
A Sutton.and New London (RCV).

The first record of Blue-winged Teal nesting
in New Hampton in 45 years was observed by
Vera Hebert. A female Wood Duck and 9

young were observed at Eel Pond, Rye (RWS);
4 were sighted at Cascade Marsh, Sutton
(RCV),-and one in eclipse plumage in
Nottingham (RWS). There were no ‘other
reports! A-very unusual sighting of a male
Bufflehead occurred at Lily Cove, Big Squam,

‘Yultures were sent in from

1 were reported on the BBS routes.

on June 5 (BSR). By the following day it
was gone.

Eight Common Eider nests were found on
Lunging Island at the Isles of Shoals (ACB).
Thirteen Common Eiders and a drake Surf
Scoter were seen along the coast (RWS).
‘Common Mergansers went unreported. A family
of 16 Hooded Mergansers was seen at Cascade
Marsh, Sutton (RCV, DLS, KCE) and another

family was noted in Franklin (RAQ).

VULTURES - FALCONS -
Sightings of soaring Turkey |

FrankTin (KCE), Sutton (DLS, RCV),
Antrim (MR), and Sanbornton (RWS).

The

most interesting reports, however, were those
of up to 13 Turkey Vultures seen daily on Mt.
Major, Alton.(EGL), and of 11 seen along

Red Hi11 River (RWFoster fide RAQ). .

A pair of Goshawks was seen in ASNH's
Thompson Refuge on June 21 (BSR),the only
record-received this year. Red-tailed Hawks
were observed over the Merrimack River,
Manchester (MTM), in Franklin (KCE), and in
Danbury (RCV, KCE).
were recorded on the BBS routes. Red-
shouldereds were also observed soaring and
calling in Tamworth (ES) on 2 separate
occasions, and in Whiteface Intervale (BSR).
The ESP documented at least 7 successful

‘Northern Harrier nests in the Colebrook area

and found at Teast 7 additional territories
in other northern N.H. sites.

Broad-winged Hawks were seen in Sutton,
Warner, and Franklin (KCE); only a small rep-
resentation of our state's population. !

" downy young was seen on July 19 in New Hamp_é‘Bﬁld'Eag1es-were observed several times dur-

it ton ((VHH). |
7 “low:with only 2 noted on the BBS routes ,
. (median 10).

ing the summer months. On June 11 one adult
was recorded over Deephaven Camps, Big Squam .
(BSR). An immature eagle was seen in Monroe
on July 12 (HM). This summer's eagle excite-.
ment centered on a bird with a radio trans-

| mitter that allowed biologists to follow its

movements up and down the Merrimack River
(ESP).

The ESP recorded 7 fledged Ospreys this year,
the same number as in 1984.” Six Kestrels

In addition,
a pair was seen throughout June and July

| along the Merrimack River, Manchester (MTM),

and one was seen in Danbury (RCV, KCE). One
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pair of Peregrine Falcons occupied an his-
torical eyrie but did not nest (ESP).

GROUSE - RAILS

Seven Ruffed Grouse observa- :
tions were submitted from e
the New London area (RCV), and

a family was seen at Ponemah Bog in late
June (BS). Although no Virginia Rails

were heard on any BBS routes, several were
reported throughout New Hampshire. Along
the coast, a pair was heard in Portsmouth
and one in Exeter (RWS). At Thompson Re-
fuge an adult and a female with young were
observed in June and July (BSR). One an-
swered a tape in Danbury (KCE). One or

two Soras were recorded on several occasions
in Portsmouth (RWS)--the only record sub- -
mitted this year. Two Common Moorhens
(males "singing") were Tocated in Eel Pond,
Rye, in among the cattails (RWS, EWP).

SHOREBIRDS

As has been done in the past,

we are departing from the nor-

- mal taxonomic order to discuss
“our summer residents before
dealing with the early migrants.
For a complete picture of the
shorebird migration, see also
the Fall Season.

Killdeer numbers showed a s1ight improvement
on the BBS routes, increasing from 29 in
1983 to 33 this year. However, this is
still below the median of 38. Two Woodcocks
were reported on the BBS routes, a normal
number for this early-nesting species.
Common Snipe were unusually high for the
second year in a row. Last year 30 indivi-
duals were observed, this year 27 (median
16). For the fourth consecutive year
Spotted Sandpipers were recorded above

their median of 6 birds. Three new sight-
ings of UPLAND SANDPIPERS were submitted
this year. Sandy Mallett observed 2 in
Rochester and one at Fabyans Point, Newing-
ton, on June 21. At the Manchester Airport
an Upland Sandpiper was seen in the grassy
area just beyond the tarmac (RWS).

Migrant Solitary Sandpipers were noted in
Franklin on both June 30 and July 31, and

Nesting Season 1984

in Witmot on July 17 (KCE). On the coast
early migrants included 10 Semipalmated
Plovers on July 21 and 48 on July 22 (RWS).
Ruddy Turnstones and Short-billed Dowitchers
were seen at Odiorne State Park beginning
July 27 and July 7 respectively (RWS). On
July 21 and 22 large flocks of Semipalmated
Sandpipérs ranging between 561 and 800+ in-
dividuals were observed off Odiorne Point

these same days but in much fewer numbers.
Fourteen Whimbrels were noted at Seabrook
July 26 (RBJ.

GULLS - TERNS

This year there were few indivi-
dual reports submitted concerning
our gull populations. No unusual
number of Black-baé¢ked Gulls or Herring

Gulls were recorded on the BBS' routes.

Only one Ring~billed Gull was noted in
Franklin (KCE). This is not a true reflection
of our gull populations. No gulls were re-
ported from the Lakes Region. About 30
Common Tern fledglings were noted by the

ESP, a sTight improvement over the last

few years.

CUCKOOS - OWLS

On the BBS routes no Yellow=billed Cuckoos
were observed and a record Tow number of
Black-billed Cuckoos (5) were seen. Sandy
Mallett saw one Yellow-billed Cuckoo and 4
Black-billed Cuckoos in Greenland. Two
other reports of Black-billed Cuckoos were
?en§ in from Danbury (RCV, KCE) and Meredith
AL).

The only Great Horned Owls reported were in
Webster and Henniker (BJ). Two Barred Owls
were seen in Jefferson (MR). A TittTe Tuck
and a lot of persistence enabled MR to find

stand on top of Bald Mtn. in Antrim.

- GOATSUCKERS

The ESP recorded Whip-poor-wills from over
77 sites in 50 towns, but it is still a

noted in 11 towns with 11 reported from
Concord and 8 pairs noted in Manchester.




-5 -

N.H. Bird Records

The trend over the 19 years of BBS routes
indicates that Chimnéy Swifts have been
declining in the past 7 years. Only 171
Swifts were recorded this year, slightly
below their median of 211. Last year a
record number of 10 Ruby-throated Humming-
birds were observed on the BBS routes. '
This year only 5 birds were seen. Humming-
birds were also noted in E. Wolfeboro on.
2 separate occasions (DLR) and near Silver
Lake, Chesham (EHM).

' KINGFISHERS - WOODPECKERS

4 A record low of one Belted

E Kingfisher was reported on the
BBS routes, well below the
median of 11. Kingfishers were
also observed in southeast
Manchester (MTM); Conway Lake, Conway (BM);
2 1in Cascade Marsh, Sutton; Greenland;
Durham; Wheelwright Creek, Exeter; Rye
Marsh (RWS); and in New London (RCV).

Woodpecker numbers seemed to drop substan-
tially in comparison to their high numbers
of lTast year. On the BBS routes 45 Common
Flickers were recorded compared to 56 last
year. Only 11 Pileated Woodpeckers were
noted (20 last year). Yellow-bellied Sap-
suckers dropped from 32 to 15 recorded on
the routes this year. Hairy Woodpecker
-numbers dropped from 42 to 26 birds;

Downy Woodpeckers decreased slightly from
42 to .38 individuals. On an upbeat note,
individual reports of 2 Red-headed Wood=~
peckers were submitted. One bird was seen
in E. Alstead in late May feeding at a
feeder. Another bird was observed in .
Meredith on June 3 (AE). A RED-SHAFTED
FLICKER was reported along the Merrimack R.,
Manchester, in the company of a Yellow-
shafted Flicker, in both June and July (MTM)
Only one Black-backed Woodpecker was re-
ported this year. A male was seen along

the Church Pond trail on July 20 (BSR). No
Three-toed Woodpeckers were noted this year.

FLYCATCHERS - SWALLOWS

In general, flycatchers did

not fare as well on the BBS
routes as last year when several
species hit an all-time high. ATl
species except Great-crested Flycatcher and.

- still above their median.

A Targe colony of C1iff Swallows L

Nesting Season 1984
Alder Flycatcher fell below their median.

‘Great-crested Flycatchérs, however, were

recorded at their highest total, 60 indivi-_

_duals.

served on the BBS routes. Willow Flycatchers

were observed in both Cascade Marsh, Sutton
(RWS), and Franklin (KCE). Alder Flycatchers

_dropped from 113 individuals to 72 birds

on the BBS routes this year, but this js
Alders were

also reported in Thompson Refuge and Church
Pond (BSR), New Hampton, Meredith, San-
bornton (VHH), Danbury, Sutton, Wilmot (KCE),
New Castle, Cascade Marsh/Sutton, and the
Rochester sewer beds (RWS). Oné 0live-

‘'sided Flycatcher was found on the BBS

routes, the Towest number ever. Three
other individual sightings reported birds
singing at Hil11 (KCE), Cricenti's Bog (RCV)
and Copp's Pond (RAQ).

Two pairs of Horned Larks were sighted in
courtship behavior and carrying food to a
nest at the Manchester Airport July 4
(RWS). Adult larks with fledged young

were also found at the Nashua Airport (RWS).
. [ N

Last year swallows were recorded |
egither Tow or average in numbers.
This year Bank Swallows and C1iff|

Swallows made a sizable rebound.

was noted along the Piscataqua River (RWS).
Tree Swallows and Barn Swallows, however,

continued to-drop in numbers. Barn Swallows
hit an all-=time low of 187 individuals ob-
served. Perhaps this was due to the heavy
spring rains.: Only oné Rough-winged
Swallow was noted on the BBS routes.

Three'

additional individual sightings indicated

Rough-wings along the Merrimack R., Man-
chester (MTM), in New Hampton (VHH), and

in Danbury (KCE). 'Purple Martins were

seen in Laconia (VHH) and a large colony of
22-30 ‘was at the Den Blae Golf Course,

Sanbornton (RWS).

JAYS - RAVENS

A single Gray Jay was reported from the
White Mountains %MR)."B]Ué‘JaX numbers

dropped dramatically, from 508 in 1983 to
365 individuals in 1984. Crows and Ravens
also dropped significantly in total numbers
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on the BBS routes in comparison to recent

years. Overall, though, each species was
around its median.

CHICKADEES - GNATCHATCHERS

Black-capped Chickadees, although Tower in
numbers than in recent years on the BBS
routes, continued to hover around thetr
median. For the second year Boreal Chicka-
dees have gone unreported. Tufted Titmouse
numbers reached an all-time high on the
BBS routes with 30 individuals observed.
Two adult titmice with 3 juveniles were
recorded as far north as W. Sandwich (BSR).

White-breasted Nuthatch numbers dropped con-
siderably on the BBS routes, wtih 45 re-
ported last year and only 27 this year; well
below their median of 42. Red-breasted
Nuthatches also dropped but continued to

be close to their median of 24. Six Brown
Creepers were noted on the BBS routes,

about average since they become silent by
early June and are difficult to observe.

In addition, one adult with 2 young were
noted in late June (BSR).

Last year House Wrens reached their highest
since 1976 (114 individuals). This year
only 86 were noted--a bit below their
median of 100. Winter Wrens remained low
in numbers with only 27 found on the routes
(median 41). Since 1976 Winter Wrens
have been observed less frequently on the
survey routes. Marsh Wrens, again, were
not seen on the BBS routes. Two individual
reports, though, indicated that Marsh Wrens
were singing at Eel Pond, Rye, and at Cas-
cade Marsh, Sutton (RWS). ;

!

The number of Mockingbirds |
exploded this year with 34 i N
birds seen on the BBS routes,
a new record high for this
species. The northernmost route on
which a Mockingbird was seen was Milan. :
Catbirds plummetted from 246 individuals to
169 this year, their Towest number ever on
the BBS routes. Likewise, Brown Thrashers
dropped considerably to their lowest number
of 10 birds. They have exhibited a marked
downward trend since 1980.

Wood Thrushes were steady at 324 indivi-
duals, which was still slightly below their
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median.
bird that reached a record low; only 12
birds were noted on the BBS routes this
year, well below their median of 36.

scarce this year with only 13 Swainson's
and 205 Veeries found on the routes--record
Tows for both species.

No Blue=-gray Gnatcatchers were reported on
the BBS routes. Two were recorded raising
a family at Metcalf Pt., W. Sandwich, in
June and July (BSR);one was in Andover
(DLS), and a pair was found building a nest
in a maple tree that was overhanging the
water at the Bradford Bog (RAS, BC).

~ KINGLETS - VIREQS

Only 3 Golden-crowned Kinglets were re-
ported this year, all in New London (RCV).

since dropping off in 1978. Twelve birds

" were observed on the BBS routes (median 15).

Last year Cedar Waxwings reached their
second highest number of 383 on the BBS
routes. This year, however, they dropped
to 239 individuals. ‘Starlings hit their
second Towest total ever. '

Yellow-throated Vireos were noted on both
the FitzwilTiam and Strafford routes. - A
total of 3 recorded, about average for this
species. In addition, male Yellow-throated
Vireos were observed singing in Lee (RWS),
Sutton (KCE), Franklin (DLS), Antrim (RAQ),
and Laconia (VHH). The 19 Solitary Vireos
on the BBS routes were the second fewest
ever recorded. Last year they were observed
at their lowest in 14 years. Red-eéyed
Vireos dropped from 883 individuals to

589 on the BBS routes, their second Towest
number ever. These birds seemed scarce.-all
spring, too. The Philadelphia Vireo re-
ported on the Wilmot BBS route was most
unusual,but a Philadelphia Vireo on the
Peterborough route June 22 was completely
off the track for both time and place! An-
other new record high was established for

“‘Warbling Vireo, with 51 birds reported on

the BBS routes. Their numbers appear to be
on a steady increase.

|
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WARBLERS

Last year warblers had an excellent year.
Most were above their medians and some
reached new record highs. This year the
situation was just the opposite. Most
numbers decreased considerably with
Magnolia Warbler, Common Yellowthroat, and
Canada.Warbler at their Towest density
ever on the BBS routes. Mourning Warblers,
however, remained high for the second year
in-a row. .

Sandy Mallett observed the unusual behavior
of anting by a Black-and-white Warbler '
(picking an ant off a tree and placing it
under its wing). No Golden-winged, Blue-
winged, or Tennessee Warblers were seen
this year on the BBS routes. Individual
reports -indicated Golden-winged Warbler
pairs in Dover (SM); East Foss Farm, Durham;
and Kensington (RWS). Two male Blue-

~ winged Warblers were seen in Rollinsford
(SM). Two Tennessee Warblers were recorded
in Dummer/Errol (VHH). Yellow Warblers
continued to remain high withi111 indivi-
duals observed on the BBS routes. Magnolia
Warblers, on the other hand, were at their
Towest ever with only 28 seen on BBS
routes. Cape May Warblers remained steady
with the average of 2 birds seen (heard)

on the routes.

Black-throated Blue Warblers also hovered
around their median with 22 individuals
observed. Since 1978 Yellow-rumped Warblers

have been seen in increasing numbers rang-
ing between 72 and 111 birds. This year,
however, only 48 individuals were recorded
on the BBS routes. Black-throated Green
and Blackburnian Warblers both continued
to be constant around their median. Chest-
nut-sided Warblers, although improved in
numbers in the past 2 years, dropped consi-
derably to their third lowest ever. For
the third year, Bay-breasted Warblers were
scarce with only 3 birds recorded on the
BBS routes. One male Bay-breasted in adult
plumage was observed singing on the Church
Pond trail on July 20 (BSR). Only 2 Black-
011 Warbler:reports were submitted--a
Tate migrant in Concord June 4.(RAQ) and in
Warner on Mt. Kearsarge on July 19 (RCV).
Pine Warblers were seen at their second
highest total ever of 15 birds. Five
Prajrie Warblers were recorded on the BBS
routes; 4 of these birds were seen on the

Nesting Season 1984

Exeter route. Last year these .birds were
observed mostly on the Hopkinton route.
Prairie Warblérs were also noted in Derry
(RAQ), Franklin (DLS), and Warner (KCE).

“'Ovenbirds hit their sixth highest number of

391 birds on the BBS routes.

Meanwhile

their sixth Towest number of only 17 indi-
viduals. No Louisiana Waterthrushes were
seen on any BBS routes but they were repor-
Eed ;n Andover (KCE) and in New Hampton
VHH). .

............ - ./ !

Mourning Warblers were '

‘recorded at their a114t1me",‘]w o

" high of 13 birds for the second

ey

year in a row. Twelve of these sightings
were on the Clarksville route. A late
migrant Mourning Warbler was noted in
Sutton June 5 & 6 (C1iff Rogers, KCE).
15 noted by Vera Hebert in Pittsburgh on
June 4 could easily have included many
migrants. ’

The

Common Yellowthroats were observed at a
record Tow of 369 birds. Wilson's Warblers
went unrecorded for the fourth year in a

row.. Like the Yellowthroat, Canada Warblers |

dropped to a new Tow of 12 individuals. In
the two years previous Canada Warblers were
well below their median. American Redstart
was yet another warbler seen 1n Tow numbers.
Only 171 birds were recorded,the second
Towest ever and well below their median of.
249,

BLLACKBIRDS
The Eastern Meadowlark, a bird \
of strictly fields and meadows, .I"
has been declining dramatically "~ -~
since 1977. Prior to 1977 the number .
of individuals ranged between 46 and 83.
In 1983, 20 had been observed, and in 1984,
only 8. Meadowlarks were also reported at
Whiteface Intervale (BSR), Dover, Lebanon
Airport, Newmarket, Kensington, Manchester
Airport, and Stratham (RWS).

Red-winged Blackbird also dropped consider-
abTy in numbers to a record low. Northern
Orioles, on the other hand, were seen at
their second highest total ever with 203
individuals. Marie Martin found over 20
pairs of orioles in Manchester. Common
Grackle was yet another species noted at its
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Towest ever. Brown-headed Cowbirds dropped
to their second Towest total ever.

TANAGERS - SPARROWS

- Scarlet Tanagers dipped slightly

3 -/ From 127 individuals in 1983 to
n > /111 in 1984, ‘Cardinals, though,
s / displayed a surprising drop.

Since 1977 their BBS totals have

been increasing yearly to their
record high of 18 birds in 1983; this year,
however, only 7 were noted. Cardinals were
also observed in Manchester (MTM), Andover,
Wilmot (KCE), Milford (AEA), and nesting in
Keene (BBR). Rose-breasted Grosbeaks also
dropped significantly to their fourth Towest
ever of 78 birds--well below their median of
100. But they were well reported elsewhere.
Indigo Buntings remained steady with 51
individuals recorded on the BBS routes. They
were also seen in E. Wolfeboro (DLR), Man-
chester (MTM), Hudson (BM), Dover, Durham,
Plymouth (RWS), and New London (RCV). Only
one Evening Grosbeak was seen on the Clarks-
ville BBS route. In addition, they were
reported in Errol and New Hampton (VHH).

BBS numbers for Purple Finches dropped dra-

matically to a record low of 40 birds (median
84). Purple Finches were also reported in
Jaffrey (AEA), E. Wolfeboro (DLR), and

Silver Lake (EHM). House Finches, though,

in the last three years have set new records
of over 30 individuals,and they were also
?bse;ved in Manchester (MTM) and Milford
AEA).

Pine Siskins were Tow on the BBS routes. In
addition, Pine Siskins were recorded in E.
Wolfeboro (DLR), Alexandria (CVM fide VHH),
and Church Pond Bog (BSR), and 40+ were still
in E. Derry on June 3 (RAQ).
finch numbers dropped from 211 in 1983 to
their fifth lowest of 175 individuals in
1984. No Red Crossbills were reported any-
where in the state. No White-winged Cross-
“bills were seen on the BBS routes, but 4
pairs were noted at Church Pond Bog (BSR).

Like so many of the old field and wood
margin species this year, the Rufous-sided
Towhee has dropped dramatically to a new

Tow of only 71 birds on the BBS routes
(median 272). The Towhee has been exhibiting
a downward trend since 1978.

American Gold-
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14 birds on the BBS routes. They were

also reported this year in Durham, Lebanon
Airport, Dover, Kensington, Manchester
Airport, Nashua Airport, and a family at

the Plymouth Airport (RWS). No GRASSHOPPER
SPARROWS were noted on the BBS but a pair
was reported in New Hampton on June 13 (RWS).

were seen on the routes. This year one

was recorded on the Lempster route. In
adgition, Vespers]weze s?en in Earneg (KCE)
and Dummer-Dixville (VHH). 'Dark-eye

Juncos were observed at their lowest total
ever: only 18 birds seen on the BBS routes,
well below their median of 48. Two juncos
were in E. Derry on June 3 (RAQ). Last

year Chipping Sparrows reached an all-time
high of 322 b1r§s. This year, however,only
271 1individuals were recorded on the BBS
routes. Field Sparrows, 1ike other old

field species, dropped significantly in
numbers to a new low of 12 (median 55).

Field Sparrows have been exhibiting a decline
since 1976. White-throated Sparrows were
also considerably Tow with their second
lowest ever of 218 birds.

on the BBS:routes.
this year with 35 observed on the routes.
Song Sparrows continued to remain down in
numbers with their second lowest total

ever, with only 261 individuals. Song Spar-
rows began to decline in 1979 with periodic
upswings, but they have not again come

close to their highs of 500-600 birds.
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CONTRIBUTORS: VAbbiati, AEAmes, RBradley,
MTButterworth, LCorey, BCottrell, KCElkins,
LREmmons, VHayden, VHHebert, BJaneway,
RJolly, ALincoln, EGLocke, BMcCarthy,
FMeCrillis, HMeDade, EHMacDonald, SMallett,
MTMartin, CMatthewson, CVMcMaster, HMartel,
PHNordman, EWPhinney, PAPhipps, ESP (Endan:
gered Species Program), DLRaddin, BSRidgely,
BBRobert, NHRobertsom, RASprague, ESteele,
RWStephenson, BSuomala, ACVermon, RCVermon,
plus ACBorror and MRestani.
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CORRECTIONS to Vol. 2, No. 1 (Spring 1983 Season)

"Common Nighthawks started appearing in central N.H. April 15 (AER, RAQ)." SHOULD
READ: May 15. - ’ '

"A Gray-cheeked Thrush was reported in Durham April 23 (MLD fide VHHL" SHOULD READ:
(MLD fide ASNH). ‘

"A PROTHONOTARY WARBLER was reported (without any details) from Lampréy‘Pond in Hampton
(TJBertrand).” SHOULD READ: (TJBertrand fide RAQ). This report was added in after the
seasonal editors had submitted their report. (See procedural note in this issue.-ed)

_ ADDENDA to Vol. 3, No. 2 (Summer 1984 Season)

2 yg. Common Goldeneye, Errol, June 30, 1984 (TR)

3 ad. and 2 yg. Red-headed Woodpeckers, Monroe, Summer 1984 (Dawn Stavros)

1 female Black-backed Woodpecker, Galehead Hut area, July 8, 1984 (TR, ASNH)
Willow Flycatcher, Plymouth, June 30, 1984 (SAG, WWF)

Tufted Titmouse, North Conway, June 29, 1984 (TR)

Meadowlark,Whitefield Airport, June 21, 1984 (TR)

House Finch, Bath, June 23, 1984 (SAG, WWF)

GRASSHOPPER SPARROW, Plymouth, June 30, 1984 (SAG, WWF)
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