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During the winter of 2000–2001,there wererecord numbersof Dark-eyed Juncos,
many of which continuedinto theearly springbefore dispersingto breeding grounds.
In anattempt to solve thepuzzleof why theywerehere in suchforce, Spring Editor,
PamHunt, reviewed datafrom different locationsand sources.For a look at herfind-
ingsandthefascinating elementsthatmaycontributeto bird movements,see thearti-
cleonpage30.Ed.

Cover photograph of a Dark-eyed Juncoby John C. Gill, professional nature
photographer.
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■ Wheredid all thosejuncoscomefrom lastwinter?

■ Testyourbirdingknowledgewith aquiz fromBobQuinn

■ New SpruceGrouseresearch

■ Thelatest photoquiz

Dark-eyed Junco
by Iain MacLeod
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From the Editor

Welcome and Thank You

Welcometo all new subscribersto New Hampshire Bird Records, andthankyou to
all the loyal subscribersthat haverenewed their subscriptionfor another year.Your
subscription supportsnot just thepublication butalsothebird conservationeffortsthat
dependon information from NewHampshireBird Records(NHBR). Thereportssent
to NHBRprovidea databaseof bird reportsthat is unique andvery valuable.Many
projectsusethis data to assessthestatus of birds in a particular area, and,asI men-
tionedin my article in theSummer2000issue, NHBRdatawasused to helprevisethe
EndangeredandThreatenedList of bird species in New Hampshire. Your supportis
critical to helping NHBRprovidethis important data.

How to report sightings to New Hampshire Bird Records —
A Review

We encouragebirdersto report their sightingsto NHBR. In orderto obtainall the
informationweneed for thehistorical databaseof bird sightings,weask thatyousub-
mit recordsin certain formats. Many of you arefamiliar with the 3" by 5" slips that
havebeenusedfor anumberof years, but thereareother options(seebelow),andwe
areworking on even more.At themoment,hereis a reviewof thepossible reporting
formats:

Option 1. Fill out pre-printed forms suppliedby New HampshireBird Records.
Therearetwo typesof reporting forms:

1. 3" by 5" slipsusedto report most sightings, onesighting perslip

2. single location forms, standard letter size,used to reportmultiple
sightingsat thesameplaceby thesameobserver(s).

Option 2. Print sightings out from your computer at home using a format
approved by NewHampshireBird Records’ ManagingEditor (samples
available).

Option 3. Enter or convert your computerized sightings to the Q&A program
(programdisksavailable) usedby NHBRandsubmitrecordsondisk.A
printed hard copyusinga format approvedby NHBRis alsorequired.

A bird reporter packetcontainsinformationaboutwhatkindsof sightingsto report
and includestheforms mentionedin option #1.To requesta packet, pleasecall, mail,
or e-mailme. Pleasenoteif youwould like samplesof computerizedprintoutformats
as mentioned in option #2. If you would like to submityour sightingson disk asout-
linedin option#3,pleasecall me.

Rebecca Suomala, ManagingEditor
AudubonSociety of New Hampshire
3 Silk Farm Road,Concord NH 03301
<bsuomala@nhaudubon.org>
603-224-9909X309
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What to Report

Spring Season (March through May)

Which sightingsshould NewHampshire Bird Records reporterssubmit?There are
nohard andfastrules,butherearesomeguidelines for thespringseason.

First, it is important to understandthateventhoughwe do not publish all reports,
each playsa valuable role in creatinganoverall pictureof a given season.All sight-
ings become part of a databasethat provides information on bird distribution for
researchprojects,endangeredspecies reports,andother requestsfor data.

Always reportany birds that areunusual for thestate or the time of year.We rec-
ommendusingA Checklistof theBirdsof New Hampshire, by Kimball C. Elkins,asa
reference. For springmigrants,focusonarrival dates,highcounts, inlandsightingsof
coastal species, hawk flights, and shorebird movements. Note late-lingering winter
invaderssuch asCommonRedpollsor othernorthernfinches.Sometimesthecommon
year-roundresidentspeciesshowmigratory movements,andthesearealso of interest.

Reportsof species soughtby manybirders are interesting to all. These areoften
residentspecies that arenot commonlyseen, including boreal, nocturnal,andsecre-
tive wetlandspecies. Reports of state endangered andthreatened species arealways
valuablefor thedatabase.

Reports for the following species were received but not listed:

Red-throated Loon
Pied-billedGrebe
GreatBlueHeron
GreatEgret
Snowy Egret
TurkeyVulture
Mallard-American Black

DuckHybrid
CommonEider
Surf Scoter
White-wingedScoter
Black Scoter
Long-tailedDuck
CommonGoldeneye
Red-breastedMerganser
NorthernHarrier
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper’sHawk
NorthernGoshawk

Red-tailedHawk
AmericanKestrel
PeregrineFalcon
Ring-necked Pheasant
Ruffed Grouse
Wild Turkey
Willet
RuddyTurnstone
Sanderling
Ring-billed Gull
Herring Gull
MourningDove
GreatHornedOwl
BarredOwl
Belted Kingfisher
DownyWoodpecker
Hairy Woodpecker
Pileated Woodpecker
Northern Shrike

BlueJay
AmericanCrow
Common Raven
Black-capped Chickadee
Tufted Titmouse
Red-breasted Nuthatch
White-breasted Nuthatch
BrownCreeper
Golden-crowned Kinglet
Eastern Bluebird
AmericanRobin
Cedar Waxwing
Dark-eyed Junco
Northern Cardinal
Brown-headedCowbird
PurpleFinch
HouseFinch
PineSiskin
AmericanGoldfinch

Sightings of the specieslisted aboveoccurredin averagenumbers at expected
locations,werediscussedin thesummaries,or areescaped exotics.
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March 1 through May 31, 2001

byPamHunt,SpringEditor

What is spring?Astronomically, it beginswhen day andnightareequalin lengthand
endsonthelongestdayof theyear.Climatologically, it mightbeconsideredtheperiod
of thawingand rain thatcorrespondsto increasesin temperatures between lateMarch
andJune.But what aboutornithologically? PublicationssuchasNew HampshireBird
Records usually define springasMarch, April, andMay, a period that corresponds
roughlyto thepreviousdefinitions,butnot exactly.Manypeopledon’t tendto think of
spring during thoseearly Marchsnowstormsandare readyto think summerwhen the
sun goes downon their MemorialDay picnic.

Not so the birds. Many speciesaremoving north in late February, including vul-
tures, somewaterfowl, Killdeer, and blackbirds.Theearliest arrivalsof this group are
thusreportedin “winter,” accordingto NewHampshireBird Records. Therestarecer-
tainly moving in good numbersno matter what the March skiesproducein termsof
precipitation. Thencomesthe traditional spring migration period of April and May, a
time of flowers, expandingleaves, and emerging insects. But the birds aren’t done.
Several species, includingmanyshorebirdsandafewflycatchersandwarblers, arestill
headingnorth in thefirst half of June,whenourcalendarshaveflippedto “summer.”

Spring,to a bird, is a dynamic period of shifting winds, unpredictable food, anda
rush to reach nesting areas,andas such can never fit into a prescribedthree-month
period.As editors,we obviouslycannotdefinespring based on the first Canvasback
andthelastMourningWarbler,butwecan,andshould,makean effort to let our read-
ersknow thatspringis broaderthanthis single issuewould suggest. It shifts depend-
ing on theweather; everyyearis different,and every pieceof theseason hasits own
surprises in store.With all this in mind, I present someof thepieces andsurprises of
“spring” 2001.

March,manyof you may remember, was a monthof snow,and records werebro-
ken throughoutNew Hampshire.Fournor’eastersdumped atotalof two to five feet on
the state,depending on whereyou lived. It was alsoa relatively cool month, andthe
combinationof lower temperatures, late ice-out,andheavy snow coverdelayedthe
arrival of many species,including Red-wingedBlackbirdsand most waterfowl.The
snow and icealsoconcentratedarriving waterfowl into smallareasin river valleys.

As April progressed, rain proved to bevery scarce, andthemonthwasthestate’s
fifth driest.At month’s end,an extended periodof southerly flows broughttempera-
ture into the 80s in southernNew Hampshire, and many birds seemed to arrive
slightly early. May continueddry and remainedwarmfor thefirst weekor so,but in
general it wasa monthof northerlyflows that werelikely responsible for oneof the
poorer songbird migrationsin many people’s memories. There were no significant
fall-outs,andeven commonspeciessometimeswentundetected in someplaces.

What was detected?Althoughalteredwaterfowl andsongbirdmigrations were the
big trendsof theseason,therewerea few otherpatternsand,of course,some rarities.

Spring Season
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Afteranexceptional winterfor sparrows,it wasnotsurprisingto havegoodnumbersof
thesebirdsreported thisspring.Other lingerersfrom thewinter includedalcids,shrikes,
anda scattering of unusual feeder birds (Veery foremostamongthem).The rarity list
was toppedby anAnhinga in Strathambut alsoincludedVaried Thrush, Whit e-eyed
Vireo,Wilson’sPhalarope, andaprofusionof LesserBlack-backedGulls.

Loons through Ibis
Good countsof Common Loons andRed-necked Grebeswereobtainedin coastal
areasin lateMarch,andthetally for Great BayonApril 15wasalsohigher thanusual.
However, therewere no inlandflocksof loonsandno inlandgrebesat all, perhapsas
a result of the late thaw.Amongpelagic species, thesingleWilson’s Storm-Petrelin
late May was relatively early for this southernhemispherebreeder, and two Manx
Shearwatersrepresenta fairly normal total for a species that wasrarely seen in the
stateas recently as five yearsago. The numbers of gannets seen from the Isles of
Shoals werealsoquite impressive.

An immatureGreat Cormorant appeared in Tilton on March 11 and had moved
upriver to Laconia by the afternoon of the sameday. It moved even farther upriver
shortly thereafter andwasstill presentonOpecheeBayaslateasApril 17.Thebird of
theseasonwasundoubtedly theAnhinga seensoaring overStratham onMay 14.This
wouldbethefirst staterecordof thissouthern species,andsince it wasonly seenby a
singleobserver, therecordcanonly becalled“hypothetical,” accordingto thecriteria
of the New HampshireRareBirds Committee.Therewas littl e noteworthy heron
activity, but it was somewhatsurprising that all the earliest Green Heron sightings
camefrom relatively far north in thestate.

Date # town location observer(s)

Common Loon
03-23 152 NH coast A.& B. Delorey
04-15 30 Newmarket Bayview Dr. S. Miri ck
05-17 67 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Horned Grebe
03-16 18 Hampton GreatBoarsHead A.& B. Delorey

Red-necked Grebe
03-23 157 NH coast A.& B. Delorey

Manx Shearwater
05-13 1 Seabrook off Hampton Harbor inlet S. Miri ck, J.Mittermeier,

M. Hobbs
05-16 1 Rye offshorefrom PulpitRocks S. Miri ck

Wilson’s Storm-Petrel
05-27 1 Rye offshore S. Miri ck,ASNH FT

Northern Gannet
04-07 27 Seabrook SeabrookBeach A.& B. Delorey
04-24 68 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-18 123 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
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Date # town location observer(s)

Double-crested Cormorant
03-29 1 Exeter Squamscott R. R.Aaronian
05-16 400 Rye migrating offshore R. Suomala
05-16 400 Seabrook musselbeds A.& B. Delorey

Great Cormorant
03-11 1 Tilton WinnipesaukeeR. above J. Will iams

LochmereDam
04-05 1 Laconia OpecheeBay P. Hunt
04-17 1 Laconia OpecheeBay P. Hunt
04-21 1 Bow powerplant P. Hunt,etal.

American Bittern
05-04 1 Plainfield Rt. 12A, near Lebanon line J. Cullen
05-07 1 Rumney Quincy Bog J. Carreaux,J.vonSchilling

Green Heron
05-01 1 Laconia WildwoodRd.,Wildwood Pond H. Anderson
05-06 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
05-06 1 Columbia residence D. Killam
05-07 1 NewLondon Low Plain, EstherCurrier WS P. Newbern

Black-crowned Night-Heron
04-30 2 Portsmouth Mi llerAve. S. Mirick, J.Matthews,

S. Cronenweth

Glossy Ibis
05-03 64 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Waterfowl

Thestrangespringcertainly seemedto affect waterfowl migration.On onehand,the
lateice-outmadelooking for thesespeciespointlessin manytraditionalareas, but,on
the otherhand, theareasthatdid have open wateroftenhostedimpressive concentra-
tions.Fordabblingducks,oneof thebestareasseemedto beflooded fieldsin theCon-
cordarea,where largenumbersandgood diversitywerereported in April.

Most unexpectedwas a Green-winged Teal in Sandwichthat appeared to be a
hybrid betweentheAmericanandEuropeansubspecies.While theAmerican racehas
a verticalwhite stripe on its side, theEurasianonehasa white streak alongits wing.
Thebird in questionshowedboth, aplumagethat seemsto beincreasing in theNorth-
east. Whether this increaseis a result of more careful observersor more hybrids
remainsto bediscovered.

Diving ducks were more widespread.PowwowPondcontinuesto be the strong-
hold for Ring-neckedDucks,butSilverLake in Tilton gave it a run for its moneythis
spring. In fact, theLakesRegionwasgenerallywell representedin thisyear’s reports,
in partbecausethis editor movedthere,but alsoperhapsbecause theregionhadmore
open waterwhen otherlocationsremainedfrozen.

Also perhapsbecauseI moved, there was relativelylittle reportingfrom thestate’s
third majorwaterfowl flyway:theConnecticut River.A EurasianWigeonwasreported
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from Walpole,but no detailswereever submittedto New HampshireBird Records.
This would havebeenonly thesecondreport of this speciesawayfrom GreatBay. In
addition, there werefew reportsfrom traditionalwaterfowl hot-spotsin theLit tleton
area.

Date # town location observer(s)

Snow Goose
03-24 28 Plymouth PineGateRd. J. Will iams
03-25 50 Dunbarton Rangeway Rd. R.Autonia
04-09 25 Dover CochecoR. fieldsbelowcounty jail T. Chase
04-14 20 Concord W. PortsmouthSt.cornfields P. Newbern,Soo-Nipi

ChapterFT
Canada Goose
04-01 150 Concord W. PortsmouthSt.field R. Quinn

Brant
03-09 4 Rye Ragged Neck A.& B. Delorey
04-24 25 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-17 175 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-26 6 Rye Pulpit Rocks A.& B. Delorey

Wood Duck
04-01 30 Concord W. PortsmouthSt.field R.Quinn
04-07 70 Concord W. PortsmouthSt. R.& M. Suomala
04-09 30 Walpole River Rd.at Westmoreland line M. Wright
04-09 30 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.

Gadwall
03-11 2 Tilton WinnipesaukeeR. above P. Hunt

LochmereDam
03-29 2 Newmarket Bayview Rd. S. Mirick
04-05 4 Laconia OpecheeBay P. Hunt
04-19 4 Newmarket Bayview Rd. S. Mirick

American Wigeon
03-31 32 GreatBay S. Miri ck, B. Smith
04-01 2 Kingston Powwow Pond S. Miri ck, D. Abbott,

J.Mittermeier
04-01 2 Concord W. PortsmouthSt.field R.Quinn
04-05 14 Newmarket off BayRd. S. Miri ck
04-14 4 Concord HorseshoePond P. Newbern,Soo-Nipi

ChapterFT
American Black Duck
04-01 40 Concord W. PortsmouthSt.field R. Quinn

Mallard
04-01 60 Concord W. PortsmouthSt.field R. Quinn

Blue-winged Teal
04-09 2 Newmarket Bay Rd.conservation land S. Miri ck
04-21 3 E. Kingston Rt. 108flooded field A.& B. Delorey
04-21 4 Concord HorseshoePond J. Will iams
04-23 1 Laconia Elm St.,Laconia CC H. Anderson
05-13 1 Exeter wastewatertreatmentplant S. Miri ck, J.Mittermeier,

M. Hobbs
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Date # town location observer(s)

Northern Shoveler
04-05 2 Newmarket Pearson Farm S. Mirick
04-13 1 Concord HorseshoePond K. Wilson
04-18 1 Concord HorseshoePond B. Janeway,ConcordBird

& WildflowerClub
04-21 4 E. Kingston Rt. 108flooded field A.& B. Delorey

Northern Pintail
03-03 1 Rye Concord Point S. Mirick, D. Hayward
04-05 4 Newmarket off BayRd. S. Mirick
04-06 2 E. Kingston Rt. 108flooded field A.& B. Delorey
04-09 4 Walpole River Rd.at Westmoreland line M. Wright

Green-winged Teal
03-11 3 Hampton Hamptonmarshes S. Mirick
04-05 26 Newmarket off BayRd. S. Mirick
04-06 42 E. Kingston Rt. 108flooded field A.& B. Delorey
04-09 102 Newmarket Bay Rd.conservation land S. Mirick
04-18 20 Concord W. PortsmouthSt. B. Janeway,ConcordBird

& WildflowerClub
04-23 2 Stewartstown CountyHome B.& D. Killam
04-28 2 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward
05-01 32 Newmarket Bayview Rd. S. Mirick

Green-winged Teal hybrid, American x Eurasian
05-19 1 Sandwich AmbroseGravel Pit, Rt. 113 T. Vazzano, N. Beecher

Canvasback
03-14 2 Tilton SilverLake,LochmereVillage H. Anderson

below dam
03-23 2 Laconia behind CitizenPressBldg., H. Anderson

Water St.
03-31 2 GreatBay S. Mirick, B. Smith

Ring-necked Duck
03-11 1 Tilton WinnipesaukeeR., RiverSt. J. Will iams
03-17 6 Nashua NashuaR. atmillyard R.Andrews
03-19 50 Kingston Powwow R. K. Folsom
03-24 114 Kingston Powwow Pond A.& B. Delorey
04-01 175 Kingston Powwow Pond S. Miri ck, D. Abbott,

J.Mittermeier
04-10 25 Salem World EndPond K. Folsom
04-11 27 Laconia OpecheeBay P. Hunt
04-11 114 Tilton SilverLake P. Hunt
04-13 34 Rye Eel Pond A.& B. Delorey
04-18 12 Concord HorseshoePond B. Janeway,ConcordBird

& WildflowerClub
Greater Scaup
03-03 900 GreatBay S. Miri ck, D. Hayward
04-06 500 Stratham SandyPt. A.& B. Delorey

Lesser Scaup
03-18 1 Laconia WinnipesaukeeR. J. Will iams
03-31 7 GreatBay S. Miri ck, B. Smith
04-17 1 Tilton WinnisquamLake P. Hunt
04-17 12 Newmarket Bayview Rd. S. Miri ck
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Date # town location observer(s)

King Eider
05-14 1 N. Hampton Rt. 1A, .25 mile s.of Rye line S. Mirick
05-21 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-26 1 Rye off Rt. 1A S. Mirick, P.Lacourse,

M. Suomala, C. Scott

Bufflehead
03-11 1 Tilton WinnipesaukeeR. above J. Will iams

Rt. 140bridge
03-18 3 Laconia OpecheeLakebelow Lakeport H. Anderson

dam
04-04 6 Kingston Powwow Pond K. Folsom
04-06 32 Greenland Sunset Landing A.& B. Delorey
04-17 8 Tilton SilverLake P. Hunt
05-25 1 Newmarket Bayview Rd. S. Mirick

Barrow’s Goldeneye
03-01 1 Newmarket Bayview Rd. S. Mirick
04-05 1 Laconia WinnisquamLake P. Hunt

Hooded Merganser
04-03 85 Newmarket Bayview Rd. S. Mirick
04-06 11 E. Kingston Rt. 108flooded field A.& B. Delorey

Common Merganser
03-19 25 Kingston Powwow Pond K. Folsom
04-05 32 Laconia LakeWinnisquam P. Hunt
04-06 36 Greenland Sunset Landing A.& B. Delorey
04-07 126 Columbia Connecticut R. D. Killam
04-11 39 Laconia OpecheeBay P. Hunt

Osprey through Rails

Ospreywererelatively early, andoneof thefirst reportedwasalreadyfairly far north
in the statein Belmont. Later in the month,a groupof nine frequentedthe Milford
Fish Hatchery, to the enjoymentof birders but probable frustration of hatcheryoffi-
cials. Bald Eagleswere on eggs in threetraditional locationsby mid-April, and
anotherpair wasseenworking on a nest in Pittsburg.Thestate’s mostfamouseagles
— a pair in Bedford that showedsigns of nesting— were last
seensometime in March, but perhaps they’ll be back to try
breeding in 2002. Also making news on the breeding front
were a pair of Merlins in Hanover, a locationsome70
miles southwestof the nearest known breedingarea,
which is north of the White Mountains. More details
on nestingMerlins wil l appearin future issues of NewHampshireBird
Records. Both Red-shoulderedandBroad-winged Hawkswere abouton
time, although therewere no largeconcentrations of the latter.
Therewerevery few rails reported.

Bald Eagle
by Iain C. MacLeod
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Date # town location observer(s)

Osprey
04-01 1 Belmont LakeWinnisquam S. Pearson
04-01 1 Kingston off Rt. 107 S. Mirick, D. Abbott,

J.Mittermeier
04-05 1 Hollis North Pepperell Rd. R.Andrews
04-05 1 Newmarket off BayRoad S. Mirick
04-14 9 Milf ord Mi lfordFishHatchery S. Clough

Bald Eagle
03-28 2 Hinsdale Stebbins Is. C. Martin
04-10 2 Errol Leonard Pond,LakeUmbagog P. Casey
04-16 2 Dummer Pontook Reservoir C. Martin, K. Dube
04-28 2 Pittsburg LakeFrancis J. Neskey
04-30 1 Auburn Massabesic AudubonCenter B. Delorey
05-30 1 Concord over Rt. 93, exit 16 P. Hunt

Red-shouldered Hawk
03-08 2 Windham residence J. Romano
03-09 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
03-15 1 Kensington MoultonRidge G. Gavutis, Jr.
03-18 1 Salisbury MountainRd. L. Deming

Broad-winged Hawk
04-14 1 Newbury Stoney Brook WS C. Martin
04-15 7 Deerfield PerkinsRd. R. Moore
04-17 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
04-17 2 Nashua Spit BrookRd. A. Delorey

Rough-legged Hawk
03-11 1 Hampton alongRt. 101 S. Miri ck

Merlin
03-10 1 Rye Ocean Blvd. just n. of Pulpit Rocks D.& T. Donsker
04-26 2 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
04-30 3 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-01 2 Hanover DartmouthGolf Course W. Scott
05-13 1 Hampton Hamptonmarshes S. Miri ck, M. Hobbs
05-18 1 Errol Magalloway R. C. Martin
05-29 1 Pittsburg East Inlet Rd. E. Nielsen

Spruce Grouse
05-26 2 Pittsburg East Inlet Rd. E. Nielsen
05-30 1 WatervilleValley Mt. Tecumsehsummit,WMNF G. Duffy, C. Carr, L. Myers

Virginia Rail
04-23 3 Exeter wastewatertreatmentplant S. Miri ck, J.Mittermeier
05-12 1 Rumney Quincy Bog J.Carreaux, A. Ports,B. Taffe

Sora
05-13 3 Exeter wastewatertreatmentplant S. Miri ck, J.Mittermeier,

M. Hobbs

Red-shouldered
Hawk
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Plovers through Alcids

There wasslightly better shorebird reporting from the coast,but someof the most
interestingobservationscamefrom thecentralpartof thestate.In particular,a gravel
pit in Sandwichhostedsix speciesin mid-May, with a few interestingsightingsfrom
Camptonas well . Backon thecoast, Piping Ploversreappearedin early April, mark-
ing the fifth year that this endangered species hasbeenback on New Hampshire
beaches. It is informative to watch the rise and fall of Purple Sandpiper numbers,
which clearly showsthe last push of northward migrantsin the middle of May. The
numbers of Common Snipein Durham areamongthe highest single-locationtallies
ever in the state. Rarities includeda Wilson’s Phalarope in North Hamptonand a
Red-neckedPhalaropein PortsmouthHarbor.Thelatterspeciesis morelikely on the
open ocean.

It wasabusyspringfor gullsandterns.Amongtheformer wasaveryearlyLaugh-
ing Gull, a relatively late GlaucousGull, anda veritable invasion of LesserBlack-
backed Gulls. Thelatterspeciesis now clearly regulararoundRochester, GreatBay,
andtheCoast.There wereat leasteight this spring,basedon carefulobservationsby
Steve Mir ick, but themost reliable wasa second-winter bird thatwanderedbetween
Durham andNewmarketfrom early Marchthroughearly April. Continued coverage
of White andSeavey Islandsresultedin several reportsof Arctic and Roseate Terns,
leading to speculation that thesespecies may breedon theIsles of Shoalsin thenear
future. Meanwhile,CommonTerns continueto increasein numbers.

After a fairly goodwinter for alcids, it wasnotsurprising to havea few individuals
lingering into the spring.What was surprising was the diversity: of the six north
Atlantic species, only puffins were not reported.Most commonwere Thick-billed
Murres, which numberedat leastsix on March9. Alcids alsostayed later thanusual,
with a Dovekieon April 7, Razorbills into mid-April, anda Thick-billed Murre on
April 25.Mostunusualof all wasaCommonMurre in earlyMarch;therehavebeen
only ahandfulof this speciesin thelast severalyears.

Date # town location observer(s)

Black-bellied Plover
05-15 1 Sandwich Rt. 113gravel pit T. Vazzano, N. Beecher
05-16 20 Seabrook musselbeds A.& B. Delorey

Semipalmated Plover
05-13 1 Campton Campton Pond, WMNF J. Will iams
05-16 150 Seabrook musselbeds A.& B. Delorey

Piping Plover
04-03 1 Seabrook Haverhill St. R.Aaronian
04-15 8 Seabrook SeabrookBeach S. Miri ck, J.Matthews

Killdeer
03-09 1 Seabrook Rt. 1 G. Gavutis, Jr.
03-11 1 Stratham Rt. 108,StewartFarm G. Gavutis, Jr.
03-11 2 N. Hampton Rt. 1A S. Miri ck
04-06 50 Concord Clinton St.field M. Suomala
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Date # town location observer(s)

Greater Yellowlegs
04-21 1 Concord HorseshoePond J. Will iams
05-12 3 Sandwich Rt. 113gravel pit T. Vazzano

Lesser Yellowlegs
05-01 1 Canaan Webster Meadows W. Scott
05-14 2 Sandwich Rt. 113gravel pit T. Vazzano
05-19 1 Concord HorseshoePondfield J. Will iams

Solitary Sandpiper
04-28 1 Concord Clinton St. nearTurkey R. R. Woodward
05-13 3 Campton Campton Pond, WMNF J. Will iams
05-15 14 Sandwich Rt. 113gravel pit T. Vazzano

Spotted Sandpiper
04-25 1 Concord Silk Farm WS,nearTurkeyPond P. Newbern
04-26 2 Rochester Pickering Pondstrails S. Mirick
04-26 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
04-28 1 Moultonborough LeesPond T. Vazzano

Upland Sandpiper
04-21 1 Durham Moorefields S. Mirick,A. Borror,

ASNH FT
05-26 2 Durham Moorefields S. Mirick, P.Lacourse,

M. Suomala, C. Scott

Least Sandpiper
05-12 1 Amherst PonemahBog R.Andrews
05-12 15 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-13 1 Campton Campton Pond, WMNF J. Will iams
05-19 29 Concord HorseshoePondfield J. Will iams
05-19 3 Sandwich Rt. 113gravel pit T. Vazzano, N. Beecher

Pectoral Sandpiper
04-21 1 Durham Moorefields S. Mirick,A. Borror,

ASNH FT
05-01 1 Canaan Webster Meadows W. Scott

Purple Sandpiper
04-27 10 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-07 40 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-16 127 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-19 92 Rye Rt. 1A, Islesof Shoals pullout A.& B. Delorey, BBC FT
05-22 11 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Dunlin
03-02 200 Seabrook SeabrookBeach A.& B. Delorey
05-16 70 Seabrook musselbeds A.& B. Delorey

Short-billed Dowitcher
05-19 2 Sandwich Rt. 113gravel pit T. Vazzano, N. Beecher

Common Snipe
04-02 1 Durham Main St.at LoopRd. R. Suomala
04-06 3 E. Kingston Rt. 108flooded field A.& B. Delorey
04-07 16 HamptonFalls Rt. 88 R. Quinn, J.Al len
04-09 19 Newmarket Bay Rd.conservation land S. Miri ck
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Date # town location observer(s)

Common Snipe — continued
04-12 31 Durham MooreFields S. Mirick
04-13 12 N. Hampton RunnymedeFarm A.& B. Delorey
04-18 5 Concord W. PortsmouthSt. B. Janeway,ConcordBird

& WildflowerClub
04-20 34 Durham Rt. 155Afields R. Suomala
04-23 6 Exeter wastewatertreatmentplant S. Mirick, J.Mittermeier

American Woodcock
03-15 2 Chester Sandown Rd. B. Folsom
03-18 1 Nashua ValhallaDr. residence M. Ahern
03-27 2 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-12 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Wilson’s Phalarope
05-08 1 N. Hampton Li ttle Riversaltmarsh M. Milli gan

Red-necked Phalarope
05-27 1 Portsmouth Portsmouth Harbor S. Mirick

Laughing Gull
04-20 1 Rochester Pickering Pond trails S. Mirick
05-10 1 Newmarket Bayview Rd. S. Mirick
05-16 10 Rye NH coast S. Mirick
05-27 3 Rye White & Seavey Is. J. Kanter, R. Cook

Little Gull
05-18 1 NewCastle mouth of PortsmouthHarbor S. Mirick, etal.
05-26 1 NewCastle from Coast Guard Station S. Mirick, P.Lacourse,

M. Suomala, C. Scott
05-27 1 NewCastle mouth of PortsmouthHarbor S. Mirick, etal.

Black-headed Gull
03-09 1 Hampton North Beach S. Mirick

Bonaparte’s Gull
04-22 1 Bartlett pond acrossfrom Attitash,BearPeak J.Dearborn
05-17 1 Errol LakeUmbagog C. Martin, J.Kelly

Iceland Gull
03-09 1 Hampton North Beach S. Miri ck
05-03 2 Portsmouth Portsmouth Harbor S. Miri ck, D. Abbott
05-21 1 Newmarket town landing D. Donsker,M. Resch,

J.Adamson,G. Mahler

Lesser Black-backed Gull
03-03 1 Newmarket downtownNewmarket S. Miri ck
04-01 1 Exeter wastewatertreatmentplant S. Miri ck, D. Abbott,

& Squamscott R. J.Mittermeier
04-04 1 Durham DurhamLandingon OysterR. S. Miri ck, T. Federer
04-20 5 Rochester Pickering Pond trails S. Miri ck
04-26 1 Rochester wastewatertreatmentplant S. Miri ck
05-13 2 Seabrook HamptonHarbor S. Miri ck, J.Mittermeier

Glaucous Gull
04-28 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
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Black-legged Kittiwake
05-16 6 Rye Pulpit Rocks S. Mirick

Roseate Tern
5-10 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-26 4 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Common Tern
04-30 9 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-05 52 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-13 400 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-26 600 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-27 150 NewCastle Portsmouth Harbor S. Mirick,ASNH FT

Arctic Tern
05-09 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-31 2 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Least Tern
05-21 2 Rye RyeHarbor D. Donsker,M. Resch,

J.Adamson,G. Mahler

Dovekie
04-07 2 Rye off RaggedNeck,RyeHarbor St. Pk. A.& B. Delorey

Common Murre
03-09 1 Rye s.of RyeLedgeacrossfrom S. Mirick, D. Abbott, D.& T.

Faragat Hotel Donsker, B.& A. Delorey

Thick-billed Murre
03-09 3 Rye RyeLedge A.& B. Delorey
03-09 3 NH coast S. Mirick
03-09 1 Seabrook SeabrookBeach A.& B. Delorey
03-14 5 NH coast S. Mirick, B. Quinn
04-01 1 Rye near Star Is. S. Mirick, D. Abbott,

D. Finch
04-25 1 Rye off White& Seavey Is., D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Islesof Shoals

Razorbill
04-07 4 Rye Ragged Neck A.& B. Delorey
04-13 1 Rye Ragged Neck A.& B. Delorey

Black Guillemot
04-07 1 Rye Ragged Neck A.& B. Delorey
04-25 23 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-05 13 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Cuckoos through Woodpeckers

Northern Saw-whetOwlswerereported throughoutthespringandover awideportion
of the state. This secretivespeciesis usually only heard,but manyreports this year
wereof individuals thatwereseen.Of the latter,mostinterestingwasoneusingabird
box in Li tchfield, a relatively southerly location for nesting. CommonNighthawks
trickled in as usual in mid-May, anda Whip-poor-will on April 21 was perhapsthe
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secondearliestever for thestate.Despite suchperseverance, this species still appears
to bedeclining in thestate.

A Red-headed Woodpeckervisited ayard in Lebanonfor severaldaysin mid-May.
Red-bellied Woodpeckerswere well-reported this spring. Many were from the
species’stronghold aroundGreatBay andin thesouthernMerrimack Valley, but three
reports from north of Concordsuggest that rangeexpansion continues. Note the
roughly week delay betweensapsucker arrival in thesouthandthenorth (Dummer).
Althoughthereis relatively little coveragenorthof thenotches, it would makesense
that manyspecies would wait a while beforeventuringthere, especially in a spring
when overa foot of snowremainedon thegroundinto mid-April.

Speakingof snow, therewasstill 1–2feetonthegroundin Northfield on March 17,
but that didn’t seem to preventa Northern Flicker from being two weeks aheadof all
theother ones in thestatethis spring.

Date # town location observer(s)

Black-billed Cuckoo
05-20 1 Rumney BuffaloRd. A. Ports
05-28 1 Rumney BuffaloRd. A. Ports,B. Taffe

Short-eared Owl
03-03 1 Seabrook dunesalongRt. 1A S. Mirick, D. Hayward

Northern Saw-whet Owl
03-09 1 Laconia Holman St. M. Chandler,H. Anderson
03-15 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
03-20 4 Sandwich DiamondLedge& Mt. Israel Rds.T. Vazzano
05-18 1 Litchfield Martin Lane M.& S.Pitcher

Common Nighthawk
05-13 1 Keene Hannaford’s M. Wright
05-16 1 Lempster Goshen-LempsterSchool P. Newbern
05-24 1 Bradford LakeTodd C.& C. Martin
05-28 11 Portsmouth Portsmouth Harbor S. Miri ck, J.Matthews

Whip-poor-will
04-21 1 Concord residence R. Woodward
04-30 1 Rumney BuffaloRd. B. Berti
05-01 1 Hopkinton Dustin Rd. J.& B. Magoon
05-01 3 Brookline residence M.& N. Neveu
05-08 1 Litchfield Rt. 3A backyard B. Malburne
05-19 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
05-20 1 Belmont Rt. 140near TiogaR. P. Hunt

Chimney Swift
04-24 1 Exeter Phillips ExeterAcademy R.Aaronian
04-25 2 Concord Silk Farm WS R. Suomala,etal.
04-30 2 Lempster Goshen-LempsterSchool P. Newbern
05-01 5 Nashua MineFalls Park R.Andrews
05-02 3 Hanover DartmouthCollege T. Rosenmeier, K. Kluge
05-15 35 Nashua MineFalls Park B. Harris, etal.

Ruby-throated Hummingbird
05-02 1 Brookline residence M.& N. Neveu
05-03 1 Chichester HorseCorner Rd. M. Reinhardt
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Date # town location observer(s)
05-03 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-03 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright

Red-headed Woodpecker
05-13 1 Lebanon Hardy Hill Rd. F. Grearson, etal.
05-22 1 Lebanon Hardy Hill Rd. F. Grearson

Red-bellied Woodpecker
03-02 2 Exeter River Bend Circle S. Wooster
03-22 1 Salisbury Old TurnpikeRd., Rt. 4 feeder A. Bentley
04-14 2 Newmarket Bay Rd. R. Woodward
04-17 1 Nashua Spit BrookRd. A. Delorey
04-29 1 Plymouth PineGateRd. J.& R. Williams
05-09 1 Derry BallardMarsh A. Delorey
05-12 1 Holderness wetlandss.of Rt. 175A J. Will iams
05-25 1 Durham LongmarshRd. S. Mirick

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker
04-06 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
04-07 1 Northfield CrossMill Rd. P. Hunt
04-10 2 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
04-12 1 Walpole CarpenterHill Rd. R. Ritz
04-16 1 Dummer Pontook Reservoir D. Martin, K. Dube

Black-backed Woodpecker
05-27 1 Pittsburg Indian StreamRd. E. Nielsen
05-27 1 T&M Purchase CapsRidgeTrail R. Woodward

Northern Flicker
03-17 1 Northfield Sargent St. P. Hunt
04-04 1 Salem residence K. Folsom
04-06 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
04-09 1 Hudson RidgecrestDr. B. McCarthy
04-13 1 Walpole CountyRd. R. Ritz

Flycatchers through Larks

Flycatchersshowedan interesting mix of arrival patterns.Olive-sidedsseemedlate,
but all reportswere fairly far north,where onewould expect thespeciesto bea little
later thanthe state average.Eastern Wood-Pewees,with the exceptionof an almost
typical arrival on May 8, werevery late. Thenextsighting,on May 20,waswell into
the last fourth of historic arrival dates. Eastern Phoebes were alsolate, with northern
arrivalsroughlyaweekbehindthose in thesouth.In fact, thiswasthelatestarrivalof
phoebessince the last time we hadheavy snowin March— way backin 1993.The
Empidonaxflycatchers,in contrast,were all essentiallyon time, while GreatCrested
FlycatchersandEasternKingbirdswereearly.In fact, theformerwasrecord early,and
both arrived during late April’s heat wave, suggesting that the weather was at least
partially responsible for their reachingNewHampshirebeforeMay.

Twelve NorthernShrikes lingeredinto early April. Of these,ninewerein thecen-
tral part of the state andthreenear the coast. Vireos asa groupaveragedearly,with
Warbling Vi reo arriving record early and Red-eyedVireo tying the record. The tern
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biologistsonWhiteandSeaveyIslandsweretreated to aWhite-eyedVireoonMay 1.
This year’s northernmostFish Crows werein theTilton area, includingoneseenfly-
ing overNorthfield in lateMarch.After this, they appear to haveconsolidatedthem-
selvesaroundthefast food restaurantsat Exit 20 off Interstate 93.There wereseveral
good-sizedflocks of HornedLarksinto early April, soonafterwhich breedingis usu-
ally underway. As a result,a lark at the Islesof Shoalson the latedateof May 27 is
somewhatinexplicable.

Date # town location observer(s)

Olive-sided Flycatcher
05-19 1 Sutton CascadeMarsh W. Goodwill, et al.
05-25 1 Woodstock Elbow Pond, WMNF J. Will iams, L. Prout
05-26 1 Pittsburg East Inlet Rd. E. Nielsen
05-29 1 Cambridge Rt. 16 D.& B. Killam

Eastern Wood-Pewee
05-08 2 Nashua Clovercrest Dr. B. Harris
05-20 1 Northfield Bay Rd. P. Hunt
05-21 1 Jackson MeserveBrook, WMNF J. Will iams

Yellow-bellied Flycatcher
05-19 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
05-29 11 Pittsburg East Inlet Rd. E. Nielsen
05-30 1 Durham FossFarm S. Mirick, T. McNitt, et al.

Alder Flycatcher
05-18 1 Exeter Powder Mill Rd. A.& B. Delorey
05-20 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
05-20 2 Plymouth ChaisonRd. wetlands J. Will iams
05-27 12 Pittsburg Indian StreamRd. E. Nielsen

Willow Flycatcher
05-18 1 Kensington GreatMeadow A.& B. Delorey
05-25 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
05-26 2 Rumney Quincy Bog A. Ports,B. Taffee

Least Flycatcher
04-28 1 Weare CloughSt.Pk. R. Woodward
05-02 1 Durham FossFarm S. Miri ck
05-02 1 Sandwich SquamLake C. Martin
05-02 1 Hanover Blueberry Hill T. Rosenmeier

Eastern Phoebe
03-28 2 Hinsdale River Rd.at HinsdaleBluffs C. Martin
04-01 2 Westmoreland River Rd. R. Ritz
04-04 1 Barrington Al WoodDr. residence T. Chase
04-07 1 Tilton downtown P. Hunt
04-07 1 Plymouth FairgroundsRd. J. Will iams
04-07 1 Colebrook BridgeSt.by Connecticut R. D. Ki llam

Great Crested Flycatcher
04-23 1 Newbury residence P. Newbern
05-02 1 Moultonborough SquamLake C. Martin
05-02 1 Chichester Smith Sanborn Rd. R. Suomala
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Eastern Kingbird
04-24 1 Nashua airport R.Andrews
04-26 1 Exeter Colby Farm,DrinkwaterRd. R.Aaronian
05-04 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-05 3 Weare CloughSt.Pk. P. Newbern,M. Suomala,

R. Woodward,M. Jukes

White-eyed Vireo
05-01 1 Rye Seavey Is.,Islesof Shoals D. Hayward

Yellow-throated Vireo
05-02 1 Derry BallardMarsh A. Delorey
05-04 4 Nottingham Pawtuckaway St.Pk. A.& B. Delorey
05-18 1 Exeter Ronell Rd. R.Aaronian
05-19 1 Tamworth Chick’s Corner T. Vazzano
05-20 1 Holderness wetlandss.of Rt. 175A J. Will iams
05-30 1 Lebanon Wilder Dam J. Will iams

Blue-headed Vireo
04-17 1 Nashua Spit BrookRd. A. Delorey
04-22 1 Northfield CrossMill Rd. P. Hunt
04-23 1 E. Kingston near Rt. 108 by Kensington line G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-23 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
04-23 1 Chichester HorseCorner Rd. M. Reinhardt
05-27 10 Pittsburg Indian StreamRd. E. Nielsen

Warbling Vireo
04-21 1 Auburn Massabesic AudubonCenter H. Chary, ASNH FT
05-01 1 Chichester HorseCorner Rd. M. Reinhardt
05-02 1 Nashua airport R.Andrews
05-02 2 Holderness wetlandss.of Rt. 175A J. Will iams

Philadelphia Vireo
05-26 1 Pittsburg Scott BogRd. E. Nielsen

Red-eyed Vireo
05-02 1 Chichester HorseCorner Rd. M. Reinhardt
05-02 1 Walpole Scovill Rd. R. Ritz

Gray Jay
05-26 8 Pittsburg East Inlet Rd. E. Nielsen
05-30 1 Pittsburg Magalloway Rd. E. Nielsen

Fish Crow
03-17 1 Northfield Til ton Arch P. Hunt
04-01 1 Kingston Powwow Pond S. Miri ck, D. Abbott,

J.Mittermeier
04-01 1 Concord W. PortsmouthSt. R.Quinn
04-16 1 Tilton exit 20off Rt. 93 D. Stavros,L. Bardusk
04-21 2 Pembroke Suncook P. Hunt
04-29 2 Concord Silk Farm WS R. Woodward
05-20 2 Tilton exit 20off Rt. 93 P. Hunt
05-21 1 Durham DurhamLanding D. Donsker,M. Resch,

J.Adamson,G. Mahler
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Date # town location observer(s)

Horned Lark
03-02 30 Seabrook CrossbeachRd. A.& B. Delorey
03-15 3 Concord near ConcordAirport R.Quinn
03-21 2 Campton Rt. 93 medianatexit 28 C. Martin
03-25 22 Concord Morrill Farm,Penacook St. H. Nevers,C. Foss
04-01 65 Newmarket Bay Rd. S. Mirick, D. Abbott,

J.Mittermeier
04-06 120 Durham Rt. 155Afields R. Suomala
04-21 1 Hooksett barrenarean. of Wal-Mart P. Hunt
05-17 6 Newington PeaseInt’l. Tradeport A.& B. Delorey
05-27 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. J. Kanter, R. Cook

Swallows through Waxwings

Swallows wereall over themapin termsof arrival dates.BankSwallows werelate,
TreeSwallowson time,andtherestsomewhatearly.Thefirst threeWinterWrensthis
seasonwereall reportedfrom relatively far north or at higherelevation, wherethey
were on thelate side.Notethatthebird in Kensingtonwasprobably a holdoverfrom
the winter, sinceit remainedin the area into mid-April, whereasa migrant would
probably havecontinuedon.

A HermitThrushin Kensingtonwasalsoprobablyonethatspentthewinter locally,
especially whenoneconsidersthat more individualsof this speciesthanusualspent
the winter in much of theNortheast. Bristol’s winter Veery , only thesecondeverin
New England,waslastseenin early March.Therestof theVeeriesarrived on sched-
ule in early May. Swainson’sThrushes, on theotherhand,weremostly late,with the
exceptionof a slightly earlybird on May 6. Thestaramongthrusheswasthewestern
Varied Thr ush that visitedanAlton feederthedayafter thevernal equinox.

A Northern Mockingbird as far north as Bartlett is unusual, althoughnot com-
pletely unexpected. However,onethatlanded on a boat over10 miles offshoreis tak-
ing this species’ rangeexpansion a bit too far. One can only wonderhow sucha
sedentaryspeciescould getso far away from its normalhaunts. BohemianWaxwing
reportswere distributed in a manner very similar to thoseof the Northern Shrike
(another northern irruptive): most were in the centralpart of the state. The close
chronological spacingof BohemianWaxwing sightingsis alsointriguingandsuggests
that perhaps therewas a last minute northward push of this species from some
unknownareato thesouth.

Date # town location observer(s)

Purple Martin
05-11 12 Moultonborough LeesMill Rd. T. Vazzano
05-19 40 Laconia Funspot J. Will iams
05-21 3 Laconia Prescott FarmAudubonCtr. A. McIntyre

Tree Swallow
03-25 3 Durham Rt. 108 S. Miri ck
03-28 13 Hinsdale Connecticut R. C. Martin
03-31 5 Newmarket Bay Rd. S. Miri ck, B. Smith
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04-01 12 Concord W. PortsmouthSt.field R. Quinn
04-11 100 Tilton SilverLake P. Hunt
04-14 1000 Manchester Merrimack R. S. Mirick, M. Suomala
04-15 200 Seabrook SeabrookBeach S. Mirick
05-31 800 Pittsburg Third Lake E. Nielsen

Northern Rough-winged Swallow
04-11 3 Nashua NashuaR. millyard R.Andrews
04-18 1 Concord South EndMarsh B. Janeway,ConcordBird

& WildflowerClub

Bank Swallow
05-01 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-06 4 Holderness wetlandss.of Rt. 175A J. Will iams

Cliff Swallow
04-15 1 Rye Eel Pond S. Mirick
05-12 38 Plymouth BridgewaterHill Rd. barn J. Will iams
05-12 36 Plymouth Rt. 3A barn J. Will iams
05-25 8 Pittsburg PartridgeCabins E. Nielsen

Barn Swallow
04-22 1 Laconia Martell’s Bait Shop H. Anderson
04-26 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
04-26 5 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Boreal Chickadee
05-26 8 Pittsburg East Inlet Rd. E. Nielsen
05-28 2 BeansGrant CrawfordPath R. Woodward

Carolina Wren
03-11 1 Northfield Sargent St. P. Hunt,R. Suomala
04-05 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-20 1 Exeter residence G. Prazar

House Wren
04-24 1 Dover Prospect St. residence A.& S.Galt
04-25 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
04-26 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-26 1 Hudson RidgecrestDr. B. McCarthy

Winter Wren
03-02 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-01 1 Newbury Stoney Brook WS C. Martin
04-10 1 Ellsworth Ellsworth Rd., WMNF J. Will iams
04-11 1 GreensGrant GreatGlenTrails ski trail C.& J.Tewksbury

Marsh Wren
05-13 1 CenterHarbor Chamberlin-ReynoldsForest T. Vazzano, LakesRegions

ChapterFT
05-17 2 Errol LakeUmbagogatLeonardMarsh C. Martin, J.Kelly

Ruby-crowned Kinglet
04-11 1 Concord LockeRd.sod farm accessroad R.& M. Suomala
04-15 1 Northfield Park St. P. Hunt
04-17 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-25 10 Concord Silk Farm WS nearTurkey Pond P. Newbern
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Date # town location observer(s)

Ruby-crowned Kinglet — continued
04-29 11 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
05-05 1 Weare CloughSt.Pk. P. Newbern,M. Suomala,

R. Woodward,M. Jukes

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher
04-22 2 Holderness wetlandss.of Rt. 175A J. Will iams
04-23 1 Sutton CascadeMarsh P. Newbern
05-04 2 Nottingham Pawtuckaway St.Pk. A.& B. Delorey
05-05 1 Weare CloughSt.Pk. P. Newbern,M. Suomala,

R. Woodward,M. Jukes

Veery
03-03 1 Bristol WorfieldCircle P. Moulton
05-03 1 Hanover OccumPond T. Rosenmeier
05-06 1 Holderness wetlandss.of Rt. 175A J. Will iams, W. Taffe,

A. Ports
05-09 1 Washington Pillsbury St.Pk. P. Newbern

Bicknell’s Thrush
05-27 1 T&M Purchase CapsRidgeTrail R. Woodward
05-28 2 BeansGrant Webster Cliff Trail R. Woodward

Swainson’s Thrush
05-06 1 Holderness wetlandss.of Rt. 175A J. Will iams
05-19 1 Chichester HorseCorner Rd. M. Reinhardt
05-26 13 Pittsburg Smith Brook Rd. E. Nielsen
05-27 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. J. Kanter, R. Cook

Hermit Thrush
03-10 1 Kensington ShawsHill Rd. N. Tuthill, D. Swift
04-05 1 Exeter High St. E. Ring
04-09 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-11 1 GreensGrant Glen Houseparking lot C.& J.Tewksbury
04-12 1 Rumney BuffaloRd.near BakerR. C. Martin

Wood Thrush
05-02 3 Newbury residence P. Newbern
05-02 1 E. Kingston MoultonRidge& Great Brook G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-03 1 Chichester Smith Sanborn Rd. R. Suomala
05-04 7 Nottingham Pawtuckaway St.Pk. A.& B. Delorey

Varied Thrush
03-22 1 Alton FinethyLanein E.Alton B. Bald,D. Shynovek

Gray Catbird
05-03 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-03 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
05-03 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-04 1 Nashua MineFalls Park R.Andrews
05-04 1 Keene AshuelotRiverPark R. Ritz
05-04 1 Lebanon Brook Rd. T. Rosenmeier, K. Kluge

Northern Mockingbird
03-07 1 Bartlett PoppleHill Dr., Glenwood B. Yale
05-03 1 Seabrook JeffreysLedge S. Miri ck, D. Abbott
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Brown Thrasher
04-29 1 Northfield Sargent St. P. Hunt
04-24 1 Nashua airport R.Andrews
04-26 2 Concord South End R. Woodward
04-28 1 Holderness Outback Driving Range J. Will iams
04-29 1 Kensington CottageHill G. Gavutis, Jr.

American Pipit
03-17 1 Hampton Bicentennial Park D.& T. Donsker,M. Resch
03-20 8 Seabrook HamptonMarsh C. Martin, D. Hughes,

I. MacLeod
04-22 2 Gilford PheasantRidgeGolf Course H. Anderson
05-13 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Bohemian Waxwing
03-05 25 Hanover King Road D. Crook
03-11 8 Columbia residence D. Killam
03-28 37 Tamworth GreatHill Rd. B. Steele
03-31 22 Plymouth Beech Hill Rd. J. Will iams
03-31 3 Belmont residenceorchard D. Hepp
04-04 7 Plymouth HatchPlaza J. Will iams

Warblers

Many observers commented
that the spring warbler migra-
tion was one of the poorestin
years, and speculation on the
reasonwasrampant. Wasit pop-
ulation declines?Was it the
weather? Did they sneak
through on weekdayswhen no
onewas looking?My first guess
is one of the latter, since there
were reportsof significant fall-
outs from migration hot-spots
such asCapeMay (New Jersey)
and PointPelee (Ontario). From
the records we received,most
specieswereroughlyon time, if
not a little early in the caseof
Magnolia, Palm, and Black-
and-white. Black-throated
Green and Wilson’s Warblers
were both within two days of
tying their record early dates.
Golden-wingedWarblers went

Clough StatePark Warbler Tallies, P. Newburn

SPECIES 5/9/99 5/6/00 5/5/01
Blue-winged Warbler 1 8 8
NashvilleWarbler 20 10 5
Northern Parula 5
Yellow Warbler 17 23 14
Chestnut-sided Warbler 15 24 16
MagnoliaWarbler 6 1
Black-throatedBlueWarbler 3 1
Yellow-rumpedWarbler 26 27 8
Black-throatedGreenWarbler 12 11 2
BlackburnianWarbler 2 2
PineWarbler 1 4
PrairieWarbler 1
Palm Warbler 1
Black-and-whiteWarbler 33 31 24
AmericanRedstart 6 8 8
Ovenbird 19 35 24
Northern Waterthrush 2
LouisianaWaterthrush 1 4 1
CommonYellowthroat 3 12 10
Wilson’s Warbler 1
CanadaWarbler 1
Total Species 21 14 12
Total Individuals 176 197 124
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undetectedfor only thesecondtime in thelast tenyears,apattern consistent with this
species’regional decline.Yellow-rumpedWarblersappear to have had two migration
peaks,andPalmsweregenerallyreported in higher numbersthanusual.

2001marksthe third year of Peter Newburn’s warbler tallies from CloughState
Park in early May. Not surprisingly,thisyearwas theworst of thethree, but I thought
it wouldbevaluable to showpeoplethedata in a long-term context.

Date # town location observer(s)

Blue-winged Warbler
05-02 2 Durham FossFarm S. Mirick
05-05 8 Weare CloughSt.Pk. P. Newbern,M. Suomala,

R. Woodward,M. Jukes
05-05 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-12 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
05-25 1 Westmoreland PartridgeBrook Rd. R. Ritz

Brewster’s Warbler — hybrid
05-11 1 Weare CloughSt.Pk. R. Woodward

Tennessee Warbler
05-12 1 Nottingham Pawtuckaway St.Pk. S. Mirick
05-14 1 Lempster Goshen-LempsterSchool P. Newbern
05-16 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
05-17 1 Concord Silk Farm WS P. Hunt
05-20 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt

Nashville Warbler
04-28 1 Merrimack Seavern’s BridgeRd. R.Andrews
04-29 1 Concord Silk Farm WS R. Woodward
05-02 4 Durham FossFarm S. Mirick
05-02 3 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
05-02 5 Sandwich Thompson WS T. Vazzano

Northern Parula
05-01 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
05-02 1 Millsfield MoultonRidge& Great Brook G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-04 1 Columbia residence B.& D. Killam
05-06 3 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
05-27 27 Pittsburg Indian StreamRd. E. Nielsen

Yellow Warbler
05-01 1 Nashua MineFalls Park R.Andrews
05-01 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-02 1 Holderness USForest Serviceoffice lot J. Will iams

Chestnut-sided Warbler
05-02 1 Nashua airport R.Andrews
05-02 1 Durham FossFarm S. Miri ck
05-02 1 Walpole CrehoreRd. R. Ritz

Magnolia Warbler
05-01 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
05-03 1 Ellsworth USForest ServiceRd., WMNF J. Will iams
05-06 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
05-27 31 Pittsburg Indian StreamRd. E. Nielsen
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Date # town location observer(s)

Black-throated Blue Warbler
05-03 1 Holderness USForest Serviceoffice lot J. Will iams
05-04 1 Keene AshuelotRiverPark R. Ritz
05-04 1 Chichester Smith Sanborn Rd. R. Suomala

Yellow-rumped Warbler
03-11 1 Rye Eel Pond S. Mirick
04-15 1 Northfield Scribner Rd. P. Hunt
04-20 1 E. Kingston GreatBrook, e. of Rt. 108 G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-21 1 Bradford BradfordElementary School P. Newbern
04-25 40 Concord Silk Farm WSnearTurkey Pond P. Newbern
04-25 1 Columbia residence D. Killam
04-26 22 Exeter wastewaterponds R.Aaronian
05-06 200 Holderness wetlandss.of Rt. 175A J. Will iams, W. Taffe,

A. Ports

Black-throated Green Warbler
04-22 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
04-24 1 Hanover Blueberry Hill T. Rosenmeier
04-25 2 Concord Silk Farm WSnearTurkey Pond P. Newbern
04-29 1 Nashua Deerhaven Dr. R.Andrews
04-30 1 Walpole Scovill Rd. R. Ritz

Blackburnian Warbler
05-07 2 Rumney ridgen. of StinsonMtn., WMNF J. Will iams
05-09 3 Washington Pillsbury St.Pk. P. Newbern
05-11 1 Rye OdiornePt.St. Pk. A.& B. Delorey
05-12 14 Nottingham Pawtuckaway St.Pk. A.& B. Delorey

Pine Warbler
04-06 1 Londonderry DevonshireLn. H. Chary
04-12 1 Concord Audubon House,Silk Farm WS M. Suomala
04-16 2 Kensington MoultonRidge G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-17 2 Merrimack Thornton Rd. R.Andrews

Prairie Warbler
05-05 1 Derry OverledgeDr. powerline B. McCarthy
05-08 1 Nashua MineFalls Park R.Andrews
05-11 2 Rye OdiornePt.St.Pk. A.& B. Delorey
05-12 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
05-28 3 Hudson MusquashCA B. McCarthy

Palm Warbler
04-11 1 Dover fieldsbehindCountyJail T. Chase
04-11 2 Concord Merrimack R., LockeRd. sodfarm R.& M. Suomala
04-14 5 Newmarket Bay Rd. R. Woodward
04-20 20 Amherst behind Wal-Mart, Rt. 101A R.Andrews
04-25 12 Exeter Colby Farmfields,off Drinkwater Rd. R.Aaronian
04-28 12 Auburn Massabesic AudubonCenter H. Chary, ASNH FT

Bay-breasted Warbler
05-12 1 Nottingham Pawtuckaway St.Pk. A.& B. Delorey
05-16 1 Benton Sugarloaf, WMNF J. Will iams
05-26 12 Pittsburg Scott BogRd. E. Nielsen
05-29 16 Pittsburg East Inlet Rd. E. Nielsen
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Date # town location observer(s)

Blackpoll Warbler
05-11 1 Rye OdiornePt.St. Pk. A.& B. Delorey
05-17 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
05-17 1 Benton RidlerRoad J. Will iams
05-26 5 Pittsburg Scott BogRd. E. Nielsen
05-29 19 Pittsburg East Inlet Rd. E. Nielsen

Cerulean Warbler
05-21 2 Nottingham Pawtuckaway St.Pk. D. Donsker,M. Resch,

J.Adamson,G. Mahler
05-26 1 Nottingham Pawtuckaway St.Pk. S. Mirick

Black-and-white Warbler
04-22 1 Goffstown off Rt. 114 J. Doherty
04-25 1 E. Kingston GreatBrook, e. of Rt. 108 G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-27 1 Bartlett Cathedral Ledge C. Martin
04-29 5 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
04-29 1 Nashua MinesFallsPark R.Andrews
04-30 1 Walpole Scovill Rd. R. Ritz

American Redstart
05-04 1 Nashua NashuaR. R.Andrews
05-05 8 Weare CloughSt.Pk. P. Newbern,M. Suomala,

R. Woodward,M. Jukes
05-12 1 Holderness wetlandss.of Rt. 175A J. Will iams

Ovenbird
05-01 1 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
05-02 2 Chichester Smith Sanborn Rd. R. Suomala
05-02 1 E. Kingston MoultonRidge& Great Brook G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-02 1 Walpole MerriamRd. R. Ritz

Northern Waterthrush
05-02 1 Nashua airport R.Andrews
05-02 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-03 1 Ellsworth beaver pond, WMNF J. Will iams
05-06 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt

Louisiana Waterthrush
04-20 1 Nottingham Pawtuckaway St.Pk. A.& B. Delorey
04-23 1 Bow Heidi Rd. P. Hunt
04-24 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.

Mourning Warbler
05-23 2 Warren Cumming’s Place,WMNF J. Will iams
05-24 1 Warren RavineCampRd.,WMNF J. Will iams
05-27 3 Pittsburg Indian StreamRd. E. Nielsen
05-29 1 Rye OdiornePt.St.Pk. S. Miri ck
05-29 1 Thornton TalfordBrook clearcut WMNF J. Will iams
05-29 1 Woodstock Rt. 118clearcut, WMNF J. Will iams

Common Yellowthroat
05-02 1 Keene AshuelotR. D. Ball
05-02 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-04 1 Keene AshuelotRiverPark R. Ritz
05-28 20 Rye White & Seavey Is. J. Kanter, R. Cook
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Wilson’s Warbler
05-06 1 Concord HorseshoePond R. Woodward
05-09 1 Washington Pillsbury St.Pk. P. Newbern
05-11 1 Rye OdiornePt.St. Pk. A.& B. Delorey
05-13 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt

Canada Warbler
05-11 1 Rye OdiornePt.St. Pk. A.& B. Delorey
05-13 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-17 1 Washington Pillsbury St.Pk. P. Newbern
05-25 2 Woodstock Elbow PondRd.,WMNF J. Will iams, L. Prout
05-27 4 Carroll CrawfordPath R. Woodward

Tanagers through Finches

Scarlet Tanagers,like so many neotropical migrants already discussed, were
slightly early this spring.Sparrows were in manywaysbetter reportedthanwarblers,
with gooddiversity andhigh numbers over muchof thestate. TheSaltmarshSharp-
tailed Sparrow on White Island May 5 predated the previousearly record by almost
two weeks,showingyetagainthatall sortsof unpredictablethingscan happen onoff-
shoreislands.Thestate-threatenedGrasshopper Sparrow wasreported from two loca-
tions:a traditional site in Amherstandagravel pit in Lee.

Almost certainly delayedby the snow wereRed-wingedBlackbirds. Away from
the coast,wherethis specieswinters in small numbers,it usually arrivesat the very
endof February.This year,theydidn’t appear in mostsouthernareasuntil roughlya
week later and waited yet anotherweek beforereachingcentral New Hampshire.The
largeflocks of grackles,asimpressive asthey were,werealsosomewhaton the late
side. Like Fish Crows,OrchardOrioles made it asfar north as Northfield, although
mostreportswerein theGreatBayarea.

After a winter without a flight of northernfinches, it wasnot surprising to have
very few reports this spring.Purple Fincheswere theonly speciesin relatively large
numbers. Red Crossbills wereonly found in
southern New Hampshire, with a pair and
two youngat PawtuckawayStatePark repre-
senting perhapsthe southernmostbreeding
record for the state. White-winged Cross-
bills, on theotherhand,werefoundover the
length of the state, from Walpole in the
southwest to Pittsburgin thenorth.Pittsburg
wasalsotheonly areato hostlargenumbers
of PineSiskins.
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Red-winged Blackbird
by John Quinn
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Date # town location observer(s)

Scarlet Tanager
05-02 1 Durham FossFarm S. Mirick
05-04 1 Chichester Smith Sanborn Rd. R. Suomala
05-09 2 E. Kingston near Great Brook e.of Rt. 108 G. Gavutis, Jr.

Eastern Towhee
03-05 1 Brookline residence M. Neveu
04-17 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-20 2 Amherst Rt. 101AbehindWal-Mart R.Andrews
04-22 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt

American Tree Sparrow
04-11 120 Concord LockeRd. sod farm by Merrimack R. R.& M. Suomala
04-18 30 Concord South EndMarsh B. Janeway,ConcordBird

& WildflowerClub
04-21 2 Rumney residence A. Ports
04-22 2 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
04-22 3 Plymouth PineGateRd. J.& R. Williams

Chipping Sparrow
04-15 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
04-15 1 Holderness USForest Serviceoffice J. Will iams
04-15 1 Columbia residence B.& D. Killam

Field Sparrow
04-20 4 Amherst Rt. 101AnearWal-Mart R.Andrews
04-21 2 Hooksett barrenarean. of Wal-Mart P. Hunt
04-22 1 Chester Hil lsideHaven A.& B. Delorey
04-22 2 Holderness Outback Driving Range J. Will iams

Vesper Sparrow
04-21 1 Hooksett barrenarean. of Wal-Mart P. Hunt
04-22 2 Sandwich Rt. 113gravel pit T. Vazzano
04-22 1 Holderness Outback Driving Range J. Will iams
04-24 1 Durham Moorefields S. Mirick, R. Suomala
05-19 7 Concord ConcordAirport R. Woodward, I. MacLeod
05-21 1 Newington Pease Int’ l. Tradeport, Newington Rd. D. Donsker,M. Resch,

J.Adamson,G. Mahler

Savannah Sparrow
03-27 1 Plymouth PineGateRd. J.& R. Williams
04-07 1 Concord Clinton St.fields R.& M. Suomala
04-16 1 Concord Silk Farm WS R. Suomala,E. Downing
04-22 10 Holderness Outback Driving Range J. Will iams
05-06 41 Holderness Outback Driving Range J. Will iams

Grasshopper Sparrow
05-19 1 Amherst cemetery fields R. Bielawski
05-26 1 Lee Old Mill Rd. gravel pit S. Miri ck, P.Lacourse,

M. Suomala, C. Scott

Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrow
05-05 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-21 2 Hampton marshbehind Little Jack’s D. Donsker,M. Resch,

J.Adamson,G. Mahler
05-24 3 Stratham ChapmansLanding S. Miri ck
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Date # town location observer(s)

Fox Sparrow
03-07 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
03-30 2 Newbury residence P. Newbern
04-03 4 Plymouth PineGateRd. J.& R. Williams
04-07 1 Concord W. PortsmouthSt. R.& M. Suomala
04-15 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
04-21 1 Chichester HorseCorner Rd. M. Reinhardt

Song Sparrow
04-07 120 Concord Merrimack R. floodplain R.& M. Suomala

Lincoln’s Sparrow
05-06 1 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
05-06 1 Chichester HorseCorner Rd. M. Reinhardt
05-22 1 Columbia residence D. Killam

Swamp Sparrow
04-11 1 Concord LockeRd.sod farm accessroad R.& M. Suomala
04-21 1 Concord HorseshoePond J. Will iams
05-01 1 Columbia residence D. Killam

White-throated Sparrow
04-22 26 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
04-22 11 Chichester HorseCorner Rd. M. Reinhardt
04-24 11 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-03 67 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

White-crowned Sparrow
05-02 1 Laconia WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
05-02 2 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-04 2 Columbia residence B.& D. Killam
05-06 3 Holderness by PlymouthStateCollegefields J. Will iams
05-17 1 Concord Silk Farm WS P. Hunt
05-17 1 Exeter PhillipsExeterAcademycampus R.Aaronian

Lapland Longspur
04-07 2 Concord Clinton St.fields M.& R. Suomala

Snow Bunting
03-03 7 Greenland Sunset Farm S. Miri ck, D. Hayward
04-29 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois

Rose-breasted Grosbeak
04-28 2 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-30 1 Walpole MerriamRd. R. Ritz
05-01 1 Chichester HorseCorner Rd. M. Reinhardt
05-04 1 Columbia residence B.& D. Killam

Indigo Bunting
05-07 1 Greenland residence R. Conner
05-08 1 Keene HarperAcres,CastleSt. D. Ball
05-09 1 Nashua Clovercrest Dr. feeder B. Harris
05-09 1 Londonderry DevonshireLane H. Chary

Bobolink
05-05 5 Brentwood LaddFarm, UNH, NorthRd. G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-06 1 Walpole Scovill Rd.haying fields R. Ritz
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Date # town location observer(s)

Bobolink — continued
05-12 1 Rye White & Seavey Is. D. Hayward,A. LeFrancois
05-20 20 Northfield Bay Rd. P. Hunt

Red-winged Blackbird
03-02 2 Nashua Clovercrest Dr. residence B. Harris
03-08 1 Peterborough UnionSt. M.& R. Johnson
03-08 1 Windham residence J. Romano
03-14 3 Laconia WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
03-16 1 Plymouth PineGateRd. J.& R. Williams
03-17 4 Northfield censusroute P. Hunt
03-18 2 Walpole CountyRd. R. Ritz

Eastern Meadowlark
04-06 1 Concord Clinton St. field M. Suomala
04-07 1 Merrimack fieldsbehindAnheuser-Busch breweryR.Andrews
04-08 1 Plymouth Rt. 25 J. Will iams
05-28 1 Pittsburg Magalloway Rd. E. Nielsen

Rusty Blackbird
03-15 2 Kensington Kimball Rd. A.& B. Delorey
04-15 1 Northfield Sargent St. P. Hunt
04-28 1 Holderness wetlandss.of Rt. 175A J. Will iams
05-06 1 Concord SPNHF floodplain R. Woodward
05-29 2 Pittsburg Rt. 3, First Lake to Second Lake E. Nielsen

Common Grackle
03-23 500 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
04-07 400 Dover Prospect St.neighborhood A.& S.Galt
04-09 20,000 Portsmouth GreatBog blackbird roost S. Miri ck

Orchard Oriole
05-05 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-06 2 Stratham near jct. Rt. 108 & Swampscott Rd. G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-09 1 Nashua Lincoln Park R.Andrews
05-12 1 Chester Hil lsideHaven A.& B. Delorey
05-12 1 Boscawen ForestLane M. Tremblay,S.Landry
05-20 1 Northfield jct. of ShakerRd.& Rt. 140 P. Hunt
05-24 1 Newfields near ChapmansLanding S. Miri ck
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Baltimore Oriole
04-26 1 Dover Prospect St. S.& A. Galt
05-02 1 Bedford MinisterialRd. S.& J.Saidel-Goley
05-02 1 Kensington Rt. 107 residence G. Gavutis, Jr.
05-03 1 Nashua Deerhaven Dr. R.Andrews
05-03 1 Hanover OccumPond T. Rosenmeier
05-03 3 Laconia WildwoodRd. H. Anderson
05-03 2 Walpole CountyRd. R. Ritz
05-03 1 Gilsum HammondHollow M. Wright
05-25 1 Columbia residence D. Killam

Blackbird sp. (Red-winged Blackbird/Cowbird)
04-09 5985 Portsmouth GreatBog blackbird roost S. Mirick

Red Crossbill
03-28 4 Walpole MerriamRd. R. Ritz
04-01 2 Walpole Scovill Rd. R. Ritz
05-26 4 Nottingham Pawtuckaway StatePark S. Mirick, P.Lacourse,

M. Suomala, C. Scott

White-winged Crossbill
03-02 8 Danbury Ragged Mtn. P. Newbern
03-15 6 Walpole Scovill Rd. R. Ritz
03-21 2 Columbia residence B.& D. Killam
03-26 5 Bradford RoweMountainRd. M. Levin
05-10 6 Bartlett Rocky BranchRd. J. Will iams, D. Hrdlicka
05-18 4 Croydon LakeConiston, CampConiston J. Tilley
05-28 12 BeansGrant CrawfordPath R. Woodward
05-29 4 Pittsburg East Inlet Rd. E. Nielsen

Evening Grosbeak
03-11 14 Walpole CountyRd. R. Ritz
03-18 4 Sandwich DiamondLedgeRd. T. Vazzano
04-08 4 Pembroke N. PembrokeRd. K. Palfy
04-21 4 Brookline residence M. Neveu
05-17 4 Benton Sugarloaf, WMNF J. Will iams
05-25 6 Nottingham Pawtuckaway St.Pk. A.& B. Delorey
05-30 6 Pittsburg town E. Nielsen

Brown-headed Cowbird
by Andrea Robbins
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Junco Winter: An Analysis of Population
Distribution Across Eastern North America

byPamelaHunt

In theabsence of winter finches,oneof the
notable events of the winter of 2000-2001
was a profusion of sparrowsover a large
portion of the Northeast.The starsof the
show were Dark-eyedJuncos,which were
talliedin recordnumberson ChristmasBird
Counts (CBCs) early in the winter and
which alsopeaked at feedersurveys,such as
the Audubon Society of New Hampshire’s
Backyard Winter Bird Survey.There was
considerablespeculation as to why there
were so many juncos in New Hampshire,
and threepossible explanations were pro-
posed.

The first proposes that juncos were more common becausethey moved farther
south than usual. In other words, juncos that usually spendthe winter in Canada
moved into New Englandasaresult of adverseconditions,suchascold,deepsnow,or
low foodsupplies.Theconverseof this theoryis that thebirdsdidn’t goasfar southas
usual. In this case, birds that normally continue beyond New England stayednorth,
perhapsbecauseconditionswereconduciveto their hangingaround.Thethird possi-
bility is that junco populationsto thenorthwereexceptionally productivein thesum-
mer of 2000,resulting in higher than usualnumbersmoving south.As luck would
have it, there are dataavailableto sort out these three possibilities, in the form of
CBCsandtheBreedingBird Survey (BBS).

Dark-eyed Junco
by Nan Turner Waldron

Figure 1. Regions from
which Christmas Bird Count
data were taken for analy-
sis. NP-Northern Plains,
ON-Ontario, QU-Quebec,
MC-Maritime Canada, IA-
Iowa, LM-Southern Lake
Michigan, LE-Eastern Lake
Erie, NE-Northern New Eng-
land, SP-Southern Plains,
MV-Central Mississippi Val-
ley, DC-Washington, DC
Area, SA-Southern Appala-
chians, GC-Gulf Coast.
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Let’s checkthelatter first,sinceBBSdataanalysesareavailableonthewebandare
easily accessible. If oneexaminesjunco population trendsfor almostall regionsof
easternCanadaandthe northeastern United States,the picture is pretty clear.From
ManitobaandMinnesotato New Brunswick andMaine,juncoshave beenin a steady
decline sincethe1980s.This informationdoesn’t precludetheirhavingan exceptional
breeding seasonin 2000,of course,but theoddsareagainst it. If therewasa popula-
tion spikein this case,it would not bedetectableuntil the2001data areincorporated
into theanalysis.

Sothatleavesuswith shifting winter distributionof oneform or another.To inves-
tigatethispossibility morethoroughly,I selected13regionsof easternNorthAmerica
where CBC data wereavailablefor the last several years (seeFigure1). Ten CBCs
were selectedfor eachregion,andthenumber of juncoson each were added together
to get a regionwideindexof abundance. Notethat this analysisdid not takeobserver
effort into account,sinceinformationon party hoursare not available on theinternet.
By limiting the time spanto recentyears, however, I hoped to minimize anysignifi-
cant variation in observereffort.

Thefirst thing to notewhen looking at dataon this scale is theoverall distribution
of juncos in thewinter (Figure 1). Figure2 showstheaveragenumberper region for
the period1988-2000.From this figure, it is apparent thatjuncosare relativelyrare in
mostof southern Canada(theMaritimesbeingtheexception), as well as on theGulf
Coast.Peak numbers occur alongtheeastern edgeof theGreat Plains andin thelow-
lands of the mid-Atlantic coast.Lesser numberscan be found aroundthe southern

Figure 2. Mean abundance (1988-2000) of “Slate-colored” Juncos (a form of the
Dark-eyed Junco) on Christmas Bird Counts in 13 regions of eastern North America.
See Figure 1 for region codes.

Continued onPage32
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edge of theGreat Lakes.Averageabundancein New Hampshire is slightly lower yet,
but still significantly higherthanat theedges of thespecies’ range.

The areas most likely to serve as sourcesof northern juncosmoving south into
New Hampshire (thefirst explanationabove) areQuebecand MaritimeCanada.The
species is rareenoughin Quebecthat the slight declinethere in 2000is unlikely to
havecausedtherecordnumbers in NewEngland.In theMaritimes, junco populations
showed an increasesimilar to that in New England, soextremeeastern Canada is an
unlikely sourceas well.

Thefact that Maritimepopulationswerehigh in 2000suggeststhatthejuncoinva-
sion waswidespreadacrossnortheastern North America. This pattern is confirmedif
onelooksa lit tle fartherwest,to western NewYork andPennsylvania,andevento the
southern end of Lake Michigan.These regionsalsoshowed a distinct peak in 2000,
andOntarioto thenorthdid notshowadecline.Thegeographicextentof theincrease,
without a decreaseto thenorth, stronglysuggeststhatthejuncoswe watchedin 2000
were not refugeesfrom southernCanada. So did they simply not go asfar southas
usual?

Theanswer, at leastbasedonCBCdata from theWashington,DC, area, appearsto
beyes.Junco populationsin this regiondroppednoticeably in 2000,as shownin Fig-
ure3 (comparedto two morenortherly regions).Therewas alsoaslightdropin num-
bersin the SouthernAppalachianregion(not shown on graph).Whenall this is put
together, it seemsreasonableto concludethatmanyof thejuncoswesawin NewEng-
landlastwinterwere herebecausethey optednot to continuefarthersouth alongthe
Atlantic coast.

ContinuedfromPage31

Figure 3. Numbers of “Slate-colored” Juncos on Christmas Bird Counts in three east-
ern regions from 1988 to 2000. Each point represents the sum of 10 counts in each
region.
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Why they did this remains a subject of speculation. Our weather in the winter
2000-2001wasgenerally colderandsnowier thanmany previouswinters.Therewas
certainly no meteorological incentive for themto remainin theNortheast.However,
therewasanabundanceof seedsfrom the previoussummer,which mayhavebeena
big enoughincentive to remainnorth. Juncos,like manyshort-distancemigrants,are
lessaffectedby weatherthantheyareby foodsupplies, sosuch anexplanationmakes
agooddealof sense.

Let’s not stop in New England,since I did look at CBC datafor most of eastern
NorthAmerica. In thenationalpublication North American Birds, oneauthorspecu-
lated that high junco numbers in parts of theeast werea result of birds leavingespe-
cially snowyareasto thenorthandwest. This theoryis at least partially supportedby
the data.As shownin Figure4, junco numbers in theeasternGreat Plains(Iowa and
Southern Plains)droppedin 2000,whereas they rosein the two regionsto the east:
Southern LakeMichiganandCentral MississippiValley.

Thereis astronglikelihoodthatthesebirdsmovedeastin responseto harshwinter
conditionson theplains.Although juncos are lessaffectedby weather, extremescan
still havean impact. In Iowa, for instance, Decembertemperatureswere the second
lowest in 126 years! When combined with high snowfalls, it is not surprising that
many smallsparrowswould havesought morepleasant surroundings,in this casethe
relatively balmy areasin the lowlandsto the east. Similar conditions were likely
responsible for record numbersof American Tree Sparrowsin parts of the Central
Mississippi Valley.

Whenwe put all thesepieces together, we find a picturethat is not quiteassimple
as it might haveappearedat first glance. Higher thanusual numbersof juncosand

Figure 4. Numbers of “Slate-colored” Juncos on Christmas Bird Counts in three west-
ern regions from 1988 to 2000. Each point represents the sum of 10 counts in each
region.
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Thefollowing correctionswerefoundafter theissuewaspublished. Minor typosare
not included. Pleaselet us know of any major inaccuraciesyou find in any issue.
Thosewhich involve sightingrecordswill be corrected in the computerdatafile to
improveaccuracy.

Spring 99
p. 6 Manx Shearwater:Therewere2 not1 seenon 05-24in Rye.Thesecond

bird wasat SealRocks.
p. 19 The fi rst line of the second paragraph shouldread “noneof themfrom

knowncolony locationsexcepttheMoultonboroughreport.”
p. 24 In the Warbler table, the Clough Total Species and Individuals were

incorrect. They should be 21 instead of 20 and 176 insteadof 190,
respectively.

Summer 99
p. 6 Thefollowing reportwas inadvertently omitted:

A Manx Shearwaterwasseenon06-04in Rye, offshorenearOdiornePt.
St. Pk.by S. Mirick.

p. 8 The fi rst line of a new paragraph shouldread“was preying on robin
nestlingsin Kensington.”

p. 5 & p. 26 The NelsonSharp-tailed Sparrows near Great Bay werenot confirmed
breeding.

p. 5 In the BreedersSection,the seventhline shouldread “the secondyear
thatNelson’sSharp-tailedSparrows haveprobablynested in Stratham.”

p. 26 In theTanagerthroughEveningGrosbeak summary, nextto thelastsen-
tence shouldread“This extendsthesummerrangeof this recently split
species.”

Fall 99
p. 3 Thedrawingof aCory’s Shearwater is by Iain MacLeod.
p. 4 In What to Report,the heading shouldhaveread “Fall Season: August

throughNovembernotDecember.”
p. 39 Thephotoof aClay-colored Sparrowis by RebeccaSuomala.

Winter 99–00
p. 11 The Northern Shrikeson 12-22 in Ellsworth were actually Golden-

crownedKingletswhichwere reported onp. 12.
p. 16 The secondline of the first paragraphshouldhave read“wasobserved

on theIslesof Shoalscount(althoughit wasin Mainewaters).”

Corrections
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Bob’s Bird Quiz
byRobertA. Quinn

For severalyearswhenBob QuinnwastheSummerEditor of New HampshireBird
Records, hebroughtto our editors’ meetingsquestions, in the form of a quiz, to test
our bird knowledge. Weall enjoyedthechallengeandhopethat youwill also,asyou
tackle this sampleselectionbelow.Ed.

11. Within 10— whatis thetotal numberof speciesrecorded in NH?
290,312,367,411.

12. Whatis therecordhighonedaytotal for thefollowing species?
Ruby-crownedKinglet 100,200,1000,5000
Savannah Sparrow 125,274,900,1200
Dark-eyed Junco 175,300,5000,20,000
Swainson’sThrush 175,300,5000,20,000
SnowGoose 800,2000,5000,20,000

13.Whatspeciesof scoteris mostcommon inland in thefall? spring?

14. Whichspecieshasnotbeenrecorded 20miles off thecoast (at theunderwater
ledgeknownas Jeffrey’s)?Brown Thrasher, MagnoliaWarbler, Red-breasted
Nuthatch,Horned Lark, SnowBunting,or Yellow-breastedChat.

15. Duringwhich of thefollowing monthsareyoumost likely to seeaRed-
headed Woodpecker?February, May, July,orAugust.

16. Whichwarbler is least likely in October?Parula, Yellow, CapeMay,
or Chestnut-sided.

17. Name threespecies of shearwaters thatareregularin New
Hampshirewaters.

18. Name thesevenspeciesof nesting shorebirds
(sandpipersandplovers) in NewHampshire.

19. AreRed-neckedandHornedGrebes
more likely on riversor lakeswhen
foundaway fromthecoast?

10. During which monthswill
White-winged Crossbills
breed?

Answers onpage38.
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Spruce Grouse Research

Spruce Grouse
by Mike Arsenault

bySusanStoryGalt

Since the beginning of the 20th century, the SpruceGrousehas disappearedfrom
much of its former rangein the northeasternUnited States. In New Hampshire,it is
now considered an uncommon resident in red spruce and balsam fir forest at eleva-
tionsup to 4,500feet in theWhite Mountainsandnorth.Thereasonsfor thepopula-
tion decline arepoorly understood,but habitatchangefrom loggingandforestfiresis
believedto bethemostinfluentialfactor.

As part of herMaster’s degreethesisrequirements,Universityof New Hampshire
graduatestudentAmy Todddecidedto explorevariousfactorsaffecting thereproduc-
tivesuccessof New HampshireSpruceGrouse. As anativeof Bethel,Maine,growing
upwith theWhiteMountainsin her backyard, sheis especially interestedin this fasci-
nating boreal resident. Working with her advisor,Dr. Peter J. Pekins, Amy developed
a two-year research projectstudyingSpruceGrousein theWhite Mountain National
Forest,which shebeganto implementin thesummer of 2001.

The2001research consistedof two parts.First, from her basein Bartlett,Amy set
up a systemfor hikersto reportSpruceGrousesightings. Signs wereplacedat four
AMC locations:ZealandFallsand MizpahSpringshuts, theCrawfordNotchDepot,
and Pinkham Notch Camp.Hikers were asked to report any sightings of Spruce
Grousefoundanywhereon their treks.

In thesecondpartof her research,Amy lookedspecifically for femaleswith chicks,
and determined what type of breeding habitat they used. Shefound six locations,
which shethen inventoriedfor habitat, such as shrub type and density and canopy
cover and height. As part of the project, shehoped also to briefly capture female
grousein order to weigh them,takeblood samples,andoutfit themwith radioneck-
lacesin order to track their movements and locatenests.Amy’s working hypothesis
wasthat SpruceGrousethat utilize high-elevation habitatsmay expendabnormally
highquantitiesof energyduringreproduction,whichmay influenceproduction.

However,thingsdon’t alwaysgo according to plan in research projects.Finding
and capturing femalesproved difficult. Although shereceived a number of reports
from hikers,Amy spenta lot of time looking for the reported birds.Catchinga bird
requirestwo people, oneto maneuver a loop at theendof a sixteen-or eighteen-foot

extending noose-pole (basically a
catfishing pole with a loop on the
end) over the head of a bird and
maneuver the bird out of the tree,
andtheotherto getthebird in hand
and quickly cut the loop off. Amy
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successfully noosed two femalesnear MizpahHut, but bothescapedhergrasp. Other
birdsweretrackedbut not captured,becausethechasehadplacedtoo muchstresson
them,sotheywereallowedto getaway.AsAmy pointsout,a female will dowhatever
shecanto hideor escapein orderto protect her brood.Unfortunately, nofemaleswere
radioedandthefocusof theproject wil l changeslightly becauseof this.

Next summer, the focus most likely will beon male SpruceGrouseenergetics —
that is, theenergy requirementsof wildlife andthemanner in which these needsare
met. A numberof maleswill be outfitted with radio collars, again to measuretheir
energy balanceat higherelevations. Amy and her advisorarecontinuingto work on
the specifics of herongoingresearch,and how to adjustherproject to reflect thereal-
itiesof thefield work involved.

Amy hopesthat her interest in the natural history of SpruceGrousein theWhite
Mountains will provideinsightinto theenergeticcostof living at high elevationsand
serveasabaseline for futurestudies focusingon theconservationof this species.

SusanStoryGalt joinsFrancie vonMertensasa writer for New Hampshire Bird
Records’ regular feature on Bird Research and Volunteer Opportunities. Susan is a
Volunteer Naturalist at theAudubonSocietyof New Hampshireandwritesregularly
for the New Hampshire Audubon. We welcomeher to the New Hampshire Bird
Recordsteam.

other sparrows in theNortheast andMidwest lastwinter may havebeentheresult of
two independent factors.“Our” juncoswereones thatnormally shouldhave beenfar-
ther southbut stayed asa resultof high food supplies.Smaller juncoinvasionsin the
Midwest andMississippi Valley, on the other hand, were probably a result of birds
fleeing harshwinter conditionson theplains.

Theseexplanations,in turn, suggest two different junco populations.Thosein the
Northeasttendto migratealonga north-southaxis,while thosefarther westalso have
astrongeast-westcomponentaswell. Thismakessenseif you look at thedistribution
mapfor the“Slate-colored”subspeciesof Dark-eyedJunco:theyactuallybreedall the
wayacrossCanadatoAlaska.Birds fromthewesternendof thisbreedingrangeprob-
ably winter farther to thewest, sometimeseven westof theGreatPlains.To migrate
from Alaskato Iowa requiresa substantial easterlycomponentto your orientation,so
it would not beunusualfor suchbirds to continueeastif conditionswarrantedaddi-
tionalmovement.

So thereyou haveit: avianwinter distributions,asproductsof thepreviousfall’s
migration, are not alwaysstatic.They can expand and contract in response to any
number of environmentalconditions. Sometimes,asI’ve donehere,it is possibleto
teaseapartthefactorsbehindsuchdistributional changes.Doingso wouldnotbepos-
sible without data, not only from organized efforts like the CBC andBBS, but also
from thecollectiveobservationsof scatteredindividual birders.

PamHunt is thespringeditor of New HampshireBird RecordsandtheBiodiver-
sity Project Coordinator for theAudubonSocietyof New Hampshire.

Junco Winter — ContinuedfromPage33
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11. 367(althoughwedonotyethavea formal State list).

12. Ruby-crowned Kinglet — 1000in Pittsburg September 28,1956(V. Hebert).

12. Savannah Sparrow — 1200at thecoastOctober 8, 1961(SmartandHebert).

12. Dark-eyedJunco— 20,000Smart, etal. had20,000between JeffersonandErrol
onOctober 18,1959.QuotingfromtheNewHampshireBird NewsJanuary1960,
Volume13,Number 1, “Extraordinary numbers(well documented)becauseof the
many October storms which groundedbirds.” “…in the 90 mile Franconiato
Umbagogregion,an estimated20,000with 2,000of thesein 1/4mile onJefferson
Meadows(Smartandothers).” (PaulineMerrill andVeraHebert, editors.)

12. Swainson’sThr ush — 20,000 September 13–14,1961 (Smart and Hebert).
Quoting from theNewHampshire Bird News January1962,Volume15,Number
1, “Note: 4–5a.m. Sept.13 — 1,634thrushchipswereheardwhich included50
Gray-cheeks, 2 Veeries,remainderSwainson’s.It would be impossibleto esti-
mate how long theyhadbeenmovingor how manymore Swainson’s went over.
9–10p.m. — over 40 chipsper minute,mostly Swainson’sbut including some
Gray-cheeks and many warblers. In several listening periodsduring the night,
chip notes were still numerous,increasingtowards dawn. At this time it was
almostimpossibleto count them, so fastwere the chips occurring.” (No editor
noted this timebutpresumablyV. Hebert.)

12. SnowGoose— 4,000-5,000in Littleton November 2, 1976(variousobservers
fide RobertBradley) seemsto be the single location record,though,during the
spring of 1999theremayhavebeenmorebirdsin amoredispersedmigration.

13. Black Scoter in the Fall and White-wingedScoter in the Spring. Thereasons
seemto do with their breedingrangesbut thedetails are not preciselyknown.In
fact, thebreeding rangeof theBlack Scoter was“…an enigma…” asrecentlyas
1976(from theDucks,Geese,andSwansof North Americaby FrankC. Bellrose)
butadisjoint populationhassincebeen discoveredin easternQuebecandwestern
Labrador.But thelargenumbersof BlackScotersthatwinteralongtheNewEng-
land coastcannotcompletelybeexplainedsincetheir primarybreeding grounds
are in Alaskaand northeastSiberia. A goodexample of how little we still know
aboutrelatively commonspecies.

14. Brown Thrasher, accordingto records culled from the sources cited below.
There are alsomanyotherspecies of land birdsthathavebeenreportedoffshore
which really is not surprising when you considerthat many migrate over the
ocean(notalwaysby choice).

15. May. After May the top monthsare OctoberandNovember but the birds seen
duringthefall arealmostall immature.

16. Yellow Warbler. TheYellow Warblersthat nestin New Hampshireleaverather
early in the fall and most are gone by the end of August.However,sincethe
species probably has the greatestgeographic rangeof any speciesof warbler
(Alaskato thetropics)a few from farther north dribblethroughin September but
it is truly rare to haveaYellow Warbler in October.

Bird Quiz Answers
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17. Greater,Manx, and SootyShearwater.
18. Spotted Sandpiper, Killdeer, Wil let, Common Snipe,American Woodcock,

Piping Plover, Upland Sandpiper.
19. Lakes, probably becauseit is easier for thosespeciesto take off from lakes than

rivers. However, it may be partly becauseit is easier for bird watchersto scope
large areas of lakes and pondsthan rivers, and thereforemore are seen and
reported from theseareas.

10. Any month with an excellentconecrop for thisnomadic species.

Sources: Almostall thesedata/answers comefrom thepublications(with various
names)which equate to what is currently NewHampshireBird Recordsandthesys-
tematic reportingslipsonfile at theAudubonSociety of New Hampshire.

Photo Quiz

Can You Identify This Bird?

Answer in thenextissueof NewHampshireBird Records.

Bird QuizAnswers—ContinuedfromPage38
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